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PREFACE

Guru Granth Ratnavali is zn zttempt to introduce the holy Guru Granth to
the world at large. The book presents in cutline and succinct form the thought-content
of the Granth, a gift of the Sikhs and the Punjzb to India and the world. The Granth
enshrines in its pages 2nd highlights the principlez of 2 profound spiritualism and 2
philosophy of religion; it offers to mankind 2 eolid basis for 2 common spiritual code,
50 valuzble for the edification of the human race. The preseat volume aims 2t providing
an introduction to the thought of the holy Granth and the editorial scheme employed
therein,

A good many diffizulties 2nd problems were encountered in the preparation of
this book. In arriving 2t 2 eolution of 21l aspects of the problem, the Advisory Committee
of the Department of Sri Guru Grznth Szhib Studies rmzde the most valuable coatri-
Eution. The zdvisory committes consists of the following members ¢ (1) Szrdar Kirpal
Singh Narang, Vice-Chencellor, (2) Dr Bhai Jodh Singh, (3) Sardar Gian Singh
Rzrewalz, (4) Dr Balbir Siogh, (5) Prof. Szhib Singh, (6)Prof Narzin Singh. (7) Giani
L~! Singh, (8) Sardar Bhagat Singh. Session Judge (Retd.}, (9) Sardar Harbans Singh
and (10) Dr Tarza Singh.

It would be pretentisus to clzim perfection for any human work. However,
19 pzins were spared to get to the spirit of the holy Book. This volume carries the port-
raits of the contributors of the Granth, though, desgite our best eforts, we could not
procure 2uthentic pictures of some of the szints, the Bhatts, Bhai Mardana, Baba
Sunder, Sattz end Baelwand. In view of this, it was decided to publish what was avail-
zblz. To obtain the oldest and the most autheatic portrzits of the Gurus, the collection
of Szrder Manshar Singh (of Mfs. Marcos, New Delhi) wzs examined. The Department
of Punjzb Hiztoriczl Studies of the Punjzbi University supplied some of.the pictures
included in this volume., The Department of Sikh Studies, Khalea College, Amritsar
2nd the Stkh Museum, Amritsar, made available to us portrzits of five saints. Besides,
Indizn Art Gzllery of Banarae supplied the portrait of Szint Ravidas, Qur grateful
thanks are due to 2ll these individuals and institutions for their gesture of goodwill
znd co-operation. Several State governments, universities and institutions were approa-
ched in 20 efort to mzke the collection.

The mester copy of this manuzcript in Punjebi was prepared by me with the
active co-operation of Sardar Piarz Singh Pzdam. The Hindi translation was doze
bty Dr Shruti Kaatend Dr B. L. Goswemi. The English version wzs prepered by
Dr D.S. Mzini, Szrdar Bekhshich Siagh aznd Dr Gurdit Singh. Trenslztions of
custaticas end hymns were tzkea from the UNESCO volume of the Sacred Writings of
the Sikhs, Dr Gogoel Siagh’s trenclation and a few rendesings of Prof. Puran Singh.
The Editors too translated some of the pzsszges. The production work was taken care
of by Serder Hazara Singh. The Vice-Chancellor, Sardar Kirpal Singh Narang, took
2 kezn perssnal interest 20d extended hig valuzble help and guidance, without which
it would not hzve been possitle to bring cut the Ratnavali. 1oFer my own and oa
Eehzlf of the Department cur heartiest thanks to 2il thosz who assisted in the prepara-
Eon of this volume.

Penjsts Ualversity, TARAN SINGH
Paiale. He=d,
Head, Sri Gure Gresth Sahid Studies Deparimens



RICH
9. i g3 5 Fivs Yigow

Kl g g5 Fies B WS T ufcse ueh wiss J1fem & Y5Y TG {Living Teacher)
¥o 05 | o5 o FivE © uiesl € g5 ove Wivi 35w 1604 €l e i Y fewe
A 16 forw HoNE FaGo K} €8 Giee HW w3 55 1705 €. il o wfe et fonme
Rz | for uEsT wolw wies fw € Iy @ wiess (@ omw o5 @ dwm W
TG »HGeR, T GHEH, T8 noe T, ":'g’am?@",) dggt 5753l m(ﬁa €ﬁ€, R, fé:gi'ﬁ,
a1 T, UG, 8, IeT, autY, SieoW, Ui, A, GF, Svs, URWaE, HOTW), 59 &g UG €
fsmecosm (578 wewe, TR e, T §5<5 W3 T o) S fodg @ WS 5 HeUNERR
fifes wadl 3¢ (Sowars, ey, Sles, Ty, °G, 55, &8, me, ugar, ug, diein) ¥ e e
3 | fen ufSse woHRss et 3o fovinft ol feim frs s

1. feg won sl s v ufsss feme i wody 'f%‘fm f-meﬂ T S5 UMW
éfﬂﬂmﬁ'&ﬁ" 3 d cFG’ﬁ‘u,U"f&'ﬁ’E o f?UfE"f%‘fEE f"a'B‘EE:" sfeferfemw
a<s Bahwos v Sl wed a?*"ru‘afwamaumﬁfa'a'u fes My us e
WEHol F ROSE &0t HisW He g 3595 € N A YT, 55 55 weifed, fSafds
mtbr@raafemmﬁ{auuaTu:a.mfe«?&vs@%mua,
fotom # g o wHicd i 1S oo | @@ s se m § &99 i
@i s R S5 fon wonclE S Ao wo fer wivom tnsE @ fds R ElE
fm @ sea o3 fs Ans & s e woH Se5 feg IS Ga Suay § Wi WS
@ s ER g HausTs & wW v
A € SUReTS, MiTHEN WS TOME Fio3 § Nl 98 o mioe @ fix = wow
In3fen & os §°9 witree o5 walim o9 9 Witk § Wew fewGe S mRE 3
. fe0 T ER Unrehd © st wehw, s, wieasvs sfesr wyfsisa Hafo 9

fr o5t Rel €NS1 37 SR RSRL AR 6 R T 7 TS @ Sy v o few Bt e
v o5& ¢ <y A, e, Ak w8 Rt @ wdls Ut W fwm fes s,
wiPISHR, TEHE, PR S TRt S, ween R e R s s o &
TaSS 93 © wiersE §OF ¥  Ehud Wt e e minw 3 o mufe
T & feg t33 3 Er 2 nitwsks, m IRfRGe e ot s Y W fs
uwe, fig, €35 yew, Sos, mraza,“faus'ar Wi €79, e s wog o Aipyeea
-U‘urfraouam

3. Agg e s 2. Weﬁmowmﬁwéummém*’t

WEee' S aist 3% G ¢ uned, T oIS e @ Un A5 ws 1 femt Wl B e
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Y

33 g fa €l S, wig, 99, soui, <fowt € Saeaowt &8 <far afewr A 8r § s
uge ai3r 3, O € ferfen alst 3 Srergy few @r & Un wad, qfoc 395 @ Ga
gefenr 31 fer g € foane 95 <femt § A9 yoss wel@ =eR2 § ¥z sosw
AOHE WRasT d |
. fenaly © foowe a9s Tlewi & fufea w3 st nipwem, aelig faremt w3 sdrerdt
Fwafani§ Qds o w3s a1’ 3 fen = fsowe ags wfeni few mel =i o3,
RSTI TR HABH'S AY T3, A9 I3 S Wl A 05, VA 8 9g 95 w3 Qg o @%n mig
fene fermit miftraie, Afgwareg 3 dedl fius UR a9a 31 feg o &9 fiee
o, Wi feu AWt 8w § Twle @, afewe w9 fiws @z e B
, frg fen & Hos wiowana w3 fewgang dvs 3 @8 8t < nosew w3 rfosw
auz A3 1 fenqalylygw Az 3§ ¥ Ho-aBls 35 A3 =338 A5 M3 AR
I8 5 feg Afad st wid Al | ua fea @ 99 A3 €l afesr €3 wud rasa S8t v da @
91 goud few On B dadl A Jaz 3 ) fer 371 fea ofg 981 @ O fefruaar e
TmEerd § 3 g 9 Wu arsls sl 8l € rgu ot felomifer &w few moel § waer 31
. fer ga few o9t sderet uahim widarg yzEt 2 ffarest § na-fimz ol Sfenr 31 33
e fimest € Ane § feafein Sz Ofae fensndl el fdaest & 1 g o nfoe
g93! g feawesl wfea an 31

fea o 393 Hrfast w3 sewias 3 g9 3 ot wrdtan & o O3t o fea e S fa@™-
fa fen fex fAafez sl 3 ya A4l 8 sawias 3 &6 oot few @5ee dtt ael 3 1 fer ofa
fog I8 uggs 993t uelia afesr 8 Qu @@ fa us, wreudint, wSa, fagi, gt Wig, dine,
g2 wudtit 3 Se-afe gu wargShl, UEhll, e wife gz 95, Q8 fer ol o Iwew
fen 918" & v 2f¥3 3 fa afest w3 o o ois faR It izt arRaer @ 1
. fea g vuzr @ foge fem vowaw ¥ Howes, AAgw dles € fednar w3 Wikl 33 €
Hawes y3 AEuz gow 3 | HEH 3 € @75 w3 §as Je few wduzr v fenem feg wawr
31799 ferg Hige A § fede S fear HE aeerd M3 HAW 3 vansw § wdwaae &) AW
gra3) {er MU 3fg & emRETT I5 W3 A ARe G858 < Hew &8 fer o emideg dAawr §
fag-fa fen fes fugefeas fa3 &t fondl, R feu feme mufewt § fosow w3 fore
afgne e gl G |

2. ! ag 97 mfos € Hams © fefzan
Tt @13 3fg Rfow <t wots fernar feg W fa fer few W oret fgfos A6 fen R oo a5

Tfgnt 8 Hu AU fe viAe sus Aig a8 o5 QT fewofs = Aass gout 3 wu w361 w3
wuel fsaaral few dl @ | sargt € gua & AU W fev @F° sevegs, Rgd nel few B9t Yz
dram3 @5 fegt @ pu gu feu Yz § maz & fzew wus du w1 Ty wioes 3 Q5 §yws
¥aq fafss i
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o ¥ sgEes)

Al g ofe wifad © ufost Fiams g wows € §l & A 1604 €1, fem waws allsr w3 fea
& 1601 %, feg widg oller Al | fer oy feu ot gae it 3 fowdt & agde fowfenr | wifijgre
o feg 359, Trg © aela 4, (9 W Haws o feg ufdag o Jev afanr) _

a3 waws wios i van € R ag s | femem wv afawr i warer & i3 few @ fefaoha
FE3 5 w3 qg wews Afod € 81 fed” wigdte ardt &t Y 99 3 fa aig waws wioe § ufed
g Arfgars o wrel yaas qu gu e yuz i w3 Bt & wiet geer i fa At 39 3 A3 g ofa wrfe
it wrpa 3wy 0 D, Yoo wu gy fegwy wn e @ w1 feagy Sfen A muded S
fiams © ufgst 58 g3 uIst © &8 & Qarfenr | AIR oM W & aig mHaem it € fsaeat 95 uled
s qg Fiivers <) ard it {duit fopurrg Sttt s, Tt § e Fige #l it Usiort 138 35 1
wigws e 3 fegt Uelnit § Afeaduea €37 3yd fowrs 8 S | Ja < famwi G G fad
ot @ fags wyzrsd e {3 ‘Hasely' feg vet 'y fast < mear W § el Q@ il § &
Wfme w3 fen 33t yat 3 aea WS yoe T aigwt 9 wid et ardt fass didt

3193 © Yegh was At <l arel g ofy wiow few feda 3, feo < o3 yufea 3eid a7 hures
it | sast < ags Al 8wl g arsa Afoa B fedas dlgt wE wy & R ¥R €rges A8l 3W3
g} e ym i g ween it 3 <) fedse dlgr fa@* §my dlew weer € Ra few Sleet 3 A
331 fem ral v ay fom 93 wows ST A S vy fedge sar we Q@ ag ofg wivd € gz w faws
F9 83 A3 | g3 & fa w3 AHaE) Hatyant § wiua? aeer Swe wi U @95 v merg & fegrdl |

o T 8 foge wast foniadint 3 paurg et € adt wru § qu gy fea yuz At at i fem 3t
fer ofa & few fea fermer 3 fa fon fes 7 9os 18 U3 fou @t © @0ws aas wleni € qu 995 61

H} arg afee fw (1666-1708 €1) € WA’ g W33 Bast T3 gjg wriag St G gaufi w5 |
iy 3 i fusr @iy Sar Sared rrioe < arel wrud St s 1705 €, e A} eHenr mios el Ef g,
7, 9 e € o= feg 93 w3 Al o Aygs Aaws o st | fed /) 98 dlg wiee S ALEs
wizH mgu At gees A fa gl fifw & fer fuas gz ot sasi gar & (iy ug wioes
& it |

g difde fiw 0 & 993 fed ¥l §fg mr@z At A) @ ofm wiloa @ fygs qu § ge a3
ez g w3 fevmatas 9o e fisier §e 99 fdar |

2,5 ag dfv wiow & duedt 3o3ly

g afs e &t et 33 gt few Aufes o) 561 3 1 i v A g, @ oA 9
it wret wu w3 ag ofa wrfue fed 92 w0d 8 B ufewi § feds wed € Aurles st e 9
3 of {991 s 3l 1 q2am Tua w fea gl 3 fam fea mBw wil et @ nR wife AE TA
wrelt € fealdt gmart @ oM gt @ aret 3 98 92 9 9 e, W, @@, v e S, fernarar,
<54, Wols, vamal, #ans), & &adl, f38q, qol, e, &3, amas), ae sates, el 783,
Wig, gurl, Jerd, §9Q, T3, Fod, HETe, e, Alons, YIrE wd Farddt | feg Al ges @ wE-
o6 ¥ Srt 9 T8 |
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Al 3 g wioe €1 v el Tt yefse diR € maSei A g Ud o851 fegi fes u@ g §
391 U3 T8, ¥i3H TIB el € V'S 1353 3 1430 33 95 1 walt UaT 14 ' 1353 39 31 g aigHvg S5
3¢ gl G 1

g gt fem arel o w feg fiiar &at 3 Ra Tuwe 3 1y w8 o few vt & Aurest w
fern 3dter fed 3 1 98 a1 few A9 3° ufost wel arfe-gut wiammg €5t et 3 | fegi anfe-guifes A
¥ ufost ue feaws T3 | fegt ufent feg S48, W8S, 8 W wfe Ts, ve foim foredt sQufer
dd 31 fen 3 s T T e ushit feenrs T, fegt fen fein farest wireuehi @ 3, v wn
yeint 3 9 uehi’ Sla & 95 | uEtt 3° Hais” Tt fem fern firedy wratmt aehat I fR* areg
Hig, fast, vdnpfe 1 feR 3* Waid® &3 951 &3F F WaT @@ W IO T6 w3 w3 feg gami
Gk

99 e gu § 839 feg widr* fewr J9 Auredl yiu 3 1 og afe gu fem we 3° uiost wowr ufose
9 I o569 o it €1 9] fedgw 3 w3 feu 9w, we & mEe wawe fedze it ot 31 wowr
ufgwr 3* Har” HaB I (a1 ngem ), HoBd 98 (T8 avem ), Hod URE" (grg wiows miios)
318 &% (g 371 5awe ) & o ¥ | feoyiy @ afe gufem sfww afew 3 »i3dsas
wret 7 i3 ot fass 96 feu < foim 393la O 1 i s@3 me 3 ufost A3 wrel feg adle
dgdd fecgondedidl oty feg ofeem it &t 5t & w3 feg GO sast?wEwiz 3
zate i &

a8 98 wfow € »i3 3 ‘el frody ud qg wews wice <t fea fedm Aurest 2ad 7 fem
YT :

us fefe f3fs =g uel6 g Sy <dvd

w3 5 zag @ ufeE fan 91 sy wu |

ATy A a9 fam o 3fe Qo

& w3 3 &0 wel fa3 fa3 oy Gfewd

3H A'g U Bidr 35t He o75d JUH YR | 9 |
A& HagT Y

3o st w13 ot S i Siget |

7 foagfend § g ol Wil gay ufeGet |

Zon ufenr fiaamfs Jet nfaag e fifem 1

o5 o fird 3t fliet 33 He diRafewri a1

fen Hurest 52 feu o qig g wiow & qwg 3 fan fed wiafig, welie, Revea vaa
W= § Y3 § AeEt 3 1 g wigwe Aifee @ fes wiAa fem w8 few ww Wl g5, A3, ASy
g w3 oM | Ig maws mfod o femem 3 fa fea o wa AR Bet fea méor §, & fafai fem
fefm O, st w1t Hugere =e )
13



i Jig gEaes!

(Y

g, 5l 93 7 whog & ¥l @ S w3 frowel goare (T
g oy oy few Fsles Wt el w 3o feRyRe 3

&H a5 HEe o™ o8 Hye

1. T@oe 974 19, THGE 1
9, g 62 20, UgHBE 1
3. g ¥HITH 907 21, HGUW 1
4. TGINEW 679 22, Hed 6
5. qg Wous 2218 23, HeT 3
6. g 39 ST 115 24, v 3
7. EW 541 25, e 98%8 5
§. o 116 26, FOWAG 54
9. MR 61 27, W& 5
10, feEm 40 %, §93 8
1. {3898 4 '3, HE 3
12. §& 3 3. 98 1
13, @& 3 31, 58 16
4. A€ 2 sz, feur 2
15, S 2 33. e 1
16, A& 1 3§98 5
VARG 1 35, TloEH 2
18, A& 1 3. WES ] 12

98 HT 5871

————————

orel ks s g w3 (s gm, Frou gt dar1007) 9 farest 5867 fest a1
392 feu ael & oow 31 HO'S 3 WEHTS g a5 9 1 § AR 047, TF »furT 63, g HTEH 65,
TETH T 639, TG oa 2312, T 123, Fvie 62, SEig 534, 3 s 5faE qRTs | fene
Tafen 999 © o foedt a o fodet 3, J &8t wiggadl |
- i 49 af Fie fiw fef foms Wt Seere feg 98—
1. T 559 Fifgy S St
(€) m
(m) ¥ (g v fie)
(8) Svierg (v nme fem)
(%) ffa dinfe (a1 anrwet few)
() ssaua (Tar 3y few)
() {552t (3 e, I Wi, 991 HOT fe)
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yem
2. g HIEm T
(€) »e (v avaE fes)
(w) 9% <ot (gweh, B, aHasl, Hig Tt few)
3. W IHEH

(Q) iz Tat (frdh, @R, fagwr, ==m, fiafs, faswes, Arda, assr amrt fev)
(m) @ wivr few 89 &3
4. 913 Wos v
(€) =g wa (ama Wy few)
() mrat (v @@ few)
() s vl (g a1 few)
(R) & =t (a@, gwdl, waFal, avast, Wy, B3 T )
5. g3t fo¥" 96l Al € astggz duwse few d |
95 g feg vy & oes Wit fonrs G A

y, H ggdie mfon & fegraue

Hl 913 9@ mios & fewger feu 593 <0 5w udfim dfgst 3 9 w3 wonfsa feua
FgHe it fe3 95 | 8 Jla woms @ A8U Y @Y o ndes € fesg umr w yElss
g9dl fewguer € wag® | T UgEAH ueHaW Afg, fe3 w3 wée I €9 mew feumdd
Figd AHYE, 998 395 31 wiam @ v wid feu A3 3 fes Y waa@iem 38 @y mud wioe
& w3 faf Je Sl uegod €@t a3 § T & 3 w3 wferrs, O, wiewr € wdls T @
waH ggel 3 fagel faes v uuas wad, @ g weas € dag few gwidt afdel 91 yfgd,
He qt waig Afg 3 @y feg nfs fed* @q € gaw-an waas Quaer 31 Af3 few wrawr wf wa=
@ 995 fsow o w3 gaH widls 31 feg unrgr widat @rdt unfan 3 W3 madat et usd Jfemr 3
fem Has urgd few fea ds ruge siet ot O fa Set el ue-gaH wF was yay @ et 3 adt
e AFEr | u3g oSt gwer €0 W & us-guH few s Aaer § f#<° et ol mida fes w & fus
widh Jua fern € w0 § a0t wre mawh 1 Hay § wieg S gwH 3, g A A

At g of@ wfos v fein g5 uslia dies o ofoet Qua 3 fen = fifais feg fa gam
WA #3HT, UGHTSH! 3 98N 5ad feedta | fen fe83 903 mawnies gy 31 @R gy ¥ fig
W FiTs, A Wies w3 aHl v few yge d° T ifem 3T Hgu @ WS, mma w3 Ot
vies feg wiat @ 3 fm = em fe vy dor 31 it mdast = fd3a w3 @ € g
g famfos feufer e 3 & I35 | feu wova AW 393 @ oaa mios € o faF
35t ez a3 wed 7 w3 Gudlfen wos ofs & &T duE ¥V RE | fegt IEat & gast
#ies feu Ty Uer sy Jlowr M w3 fimg @ fal a1 feg oy Ter 99 Aae o5 1 us fer Ao vy
TS gas IQ@H A AR 39 waw vanaw 3° feest 91
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B U e T HOSTag i e |

T Ty g3 |

gi ot ae Al wey W afe Q3fanr
widt qufs fams fegel ofo 58 Hge |
wou U5 fosnfs Twfs Al ol g |
fre vl =8 A |

WeH uie Fald feem |

=3 zarfefs fas afs smni

ygah 37 qay Efser H8g It art |

TS A W oWl &I A & €E |

. o 6fe Wi 5 Gl Tom & Gfe ol yer

g wis viini wewt W, §91 wRe IH

3t fear 3 WUEl g HEET uiE |

3z g v Sefovsee!
MITEHT BT FST HAGT W |

e iR e U | 93 §fs safa W

FeH WM & 3 g9 |

T SOHST o1 9% B IR Ve ATe € §)

@D o N o g

b pad ek ek ph femd ped —
®» 9 5 H R » P RS

fegt Aggt feu uafia wrapet, o S g, i, wow, foonf, umES, ysdhe, Sabt
vatmt, A @ wiadt 3 fagee el 9t O | fest it fein aieyt w® AR 613 R W
fdg wrens frdse w5 @ A3z ol Slewr 31 fom o § e 9Bk dfos Ui, s 3 oiadd
&8 @ pufed w Raw " A ag o wfe o 99 @A ofodt § Qe wes 391 MR
35 3 G uafie ofeet §an =t ofedt v oM W e fawnfenr e D

&M Hrdl RS 9163 B9 W A et 38 B Waw &41° | feu sm @ 3 A @ fey vt
© {d Ut oo &, fomis G i3 st v =t fem Fefes ofost A fam A wdfefomefsa froiz 3:

‘W RS SR el

&M Hraa A8 1 UrggEH = e 3, @R o famis w3 QR fomirs wigra sfoed | fer e e
fogue wafent I o8 Aioe & 3¢l yeles yrashit R I 96, su-Taw, wita § ame S vl
Tfang T f3va Tust wie § fawtmet < fedl w3 fgss gfony wies 3 us fogr 1 an Hom @
wiitergie s e 3 I 0 wrawr e v AR vewar § fise @ e i 1 W wra
ygHRH B Ty, T, fonirs, A, fos fee =amt 8 ot @R S as wiaw fieg u3R T W §
W wfed YoHTsHr & st a9 95 w3 @ wo-goM Fu § w31 few 7t 67 3 4 oW
U #ie U5 | o

o Ros g 5 SR B g T A w3 apt § vew e Sev mae S A s AN
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

THE GURU GRANTH

No institutionalised religion is safe from erosion till its tenets and doctrines have been enshrined
in some tangible, though, permanent form. Great religions of the world, therefore, have taken care to
prepare or compile one volume which is sovereign and supreme in its authority. Assuredly, it will employ
the.medium of poetry to reach out to infinity. Such a volume then, is the Gurv Granth, the sacred book of
the Sikhs—a volume that takes its place alongside the world’s greatest scriptures, the Vedas, the Zind-
Avesta, the Bible and the Koran. |ts power is the power of the puissant and winged word, and no exe-
gests or commentary or translation can ever convey the full beauty of its thought and poetry. In ail mystic
Iiterature the appeal of the numinous and the ineffable is inexplicable, if not incommunicable. And vet
the great Sikh scripture is not a knot of metaphysical riddles and abstract theorizings. On the contrary,
since for the most part it employs the idiom of the common people, and draws its imagery, metaphors
and symbols from the home, the street and the market-place, its poetry has a rare kind of immediacy.
concreteness and urgency. To see a Sikh congregation intoning the ‘sacred hymns in unison is to see
massed spiritual energy take shape before your eyes. That's how the ordinary word changes into the
logos and becomes oracular. The Sikhs indeed regard the Granth as a complete, inviolable and final
embodiment of the message of the Guru. There is to be no word beyond the Word. And that's how Guru
Gobind Singh, the Tenth Guru, spoke to the congregation shortly before his ascension.

“0 Beloved Khalsa, let him who desireth'to behold the Guru or Spiritual teacher, obey the Granth

Sahib. It 1s the visible body of the Guru.”

The Guru Granth was first compiled by the Fifth Sikh Guru, Arjan Dev, in A.D. 1604 in the aity of
Amitsar. its second and last version was the handiwork of Guru Gobind Singh, and it was finalised at
Damdama in the year 1705. He included the hymns of his father, Guru Tegh Bahadur, in the new text.
Since then, the authorized version has been transcribed and printed a number of times, and it abides.
Its adoration or veneration is an article of faith with the Sikhs.

One of the greatest glories of the Guru Granth is its catholic character. Itis a scripture compiétely
free from bias, animus and controversy. Indeed, the uniqueness of the ‘Granth’in this respect is all the’
more astonishing when we think of the obscurantism, factionalism and fanaticism of the period in which o
was composed. Perhaps, 1t is the only scripture of its kind which contains within its sacred covers the
songs and utterances of a wide variety of saints, savants and bards. For it's instructive to note that a
fairly substantial part of the volume carries the compositions of Hindu bhaktas, Mustim divines and
Sufi poets and God-intoxicated souls in quest of Truth and Love. Of course, their hymns and couplets
rendered in their own language and idiom are so dovetalled as to find a complete correspondence with
themes or motifs in the compositions of the Sikh Gurus. Obviously, the idea of Guru Arjan Dev was to
establish the fundamental unity of ail religions and mystic experiences. It was, so to speak, an integral
congress of minds and souls, operating on the same spintual beam. To have thus elevated the songs of .
the bhaktas, the sufis and the bhatts to the condition of the logos was ta salute the power of the Word
whatever form it might take to reveal the glory of God. For it may be noticed that the Guru Granth contains
the compositions and utterances of the high-born Brahmins and the ‘proud Kashatriyas, as also of the
lowly Shudras and the unlettered Jats This was done at a time when the caste-system in India had
almost paralysed the conscience of man. The revolutionary egalitarianism which such a step symbolised
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was thereafter to become the creed of the Sikhs Above all, a poetic and mystic collage bespeaks the
essential humility of the Stkh mind, for humifity has been given a place of pride in the table of virtues drawn
up by the Gurus The Guru Granth, then, 1s a sui genens scripture It 1s indeed a magnificent compendium
of the religtous, mystic and metaphysical poetry wrntten or uttered between the 12th and 17th centunes
in different parts of India. It 1s also at the same time a mirror of the sociological, economic and political
conditions of the day The satire on the reactionary rulers, the obscurantist clergy, the fake fakirs and the
like 1s open. uncompromising and telling In showing the path to spintual salvation, the Guru Granth
does not ignote the secular and creature hie of man

The poetry of the Granth i1s in itself a subject worthy of the highest consideratton The language
prncipally employed s the language of the saints, evolved dunng the medieval period—a language
which. allowing for vartations. still enjoyed wide currency 1n Northern India Its appeal lay in its direct-
ness, energy and resihence Based upon the local dialects, it was leavened with expressions from Sanskrit,
Praknt, Perstan, Arabic and Marathi etc

Another outstanding feature of the Guru Granth 1s the precision and beauty of its prosody Whilst
a great deatl of 1115 cast in traditional verse formg(shiokas and paudis), and could best be understood in
the context of the well-known classical ragas, several hymns and songs make use of popular folklore and
metres (alahars, ghons, chands eic ) The inner and integral relationship between music and verse has
been mantained with scholarly rectitude and concern This complete musicalisation of thought in a
screnufic and studied manner makes for the unusually vigorous yet supple discipline of the Granth's
metncs and notations The entire Bam whose printed verston in its current form comes to 1430 pages,
15 divided into 33 sections Whlst the fust section compnses the soulful and inspinng song of Guru
Nanak called the Japuynas also a few selected paudis or couplets, the final section 1s a collection of
assorted verses including the shlokas and the swayyas of the bhatts The remaiming 31 sections are
named after the well-known classical ragas such as Sn Mayh, Gaun, Guyn, Devgandhan, Dhanasan,
Bilawal, Kedara, Malhar, Kalyan. etc The division, thus, s stnctly based on musicology Further more,
each psalm or song 15 preceded by a number (mohalla) which denotes the name of the composer-Guru
from Guru Nanak onwards It may be noted that the apostolic succession extends from the Furst to the
Tenth Guru. and the Gurus are often referred to reverentially by their place in the order What's more,
each Guru speaks 1in the name of the Founder Guru whose spint informs his nine successors The
House of Nanak 15 indeed a spintual decagon. based upon a geometry of vision The major hymns—~—
Japun (Guru Nanak), Anand {Gury Amar Das) Sukhmani or the Psalm of Peace (Guru Arjan Dev), Rehras
(Guru Nanak, Guru Ram Das, Guru Arjan Dev) are widely recited so/o and in congregation by the faithful
as morning and evening prayers Therr soothing and ambrosial airs have brought solace and cheer to
millions of people all aver the world The Sikh philosophy as embodied in the Guru Granth 1s chiefly a
philosophy of action and deed and consequence Though in its essentials, it 1s completely in tune with
the ancient Indian thought regsrding the genesis of the world and the ulimate nature of reality. 1t moves
away from quietism, passivity and abstractions The emphasis 1s an shared communal expenence. on
purposive and ideahsuc involvement The extinction of the ego or self 1s the corner-stone of Sikhism
A person finds fullilment or vindiction by immersion in the sea of hife Thus the paths of renunciation,
abdication, aloofness. flagellation etc, are abjured A Sikh 15 enjoined upon to be an insider, not an
“outsider” Obwiously then, the Sikh philosophy 15 that of * the Everlasting Yea"™ Which i1s not to deny the
importance or value of contemplation, sullness. inwardness etc The ideal Sikh cultivates these qualities
in the midst of business and engagement. He too regards the world as ultimately maya or illusion and the
hfe of man as a tableau of ight and shade. but the Divine goal may not be achieved except through an
acceptance of the reality of this unreality, and a proper disposition of the allotted role in the phantasma-
gona of life. To that extent, the relative concreteness or solidity of the world s 1o be endorsed as a measure
of understanding. So long as man has a role to play, the artefact of the stage or the theatre has to be
taken for granted. For it has thus pleased the Creator to effect the world and people 1t with multiples
of His Self. And the whole ¢reation moves according to a predestined plan Many a time has the grand
show on earth been mounted and dismantled It's not given to creature man to fully comprehend the
essence of reality. God, according 1o the Adi Granth, 1s Omnipresent. Omnipotent, Omniscient He 1s
the Initiator, and the End He 15 Self-Creator and Self-Propeller The soul too in 1ts essence symbolises
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this trinity. It has lost its state of bliss as a result of the ego and the id. Caught in the meshes of power and
self, it has lost its native and true moornings, and is being tossed about by the whirligig of time. A soul
thus alienated from the Lord keeps spinning through aeons and aeons of suffenng. The road to heaven
lies through His Grace. )
The idea of the soul as the Lord’s consort is repeated in the Guru Granth. The mystique of the
marriage is invoked time and again to emphasize the indissoluble and ineluctable nature of the union.
Man 1s ordained wife and commanded to live in the Will of the Lord. Any infidelity or transgression is
inconcelvable. The nuptial and spousal imagery of the hymns is sensuously rich, apposite and striking.
1t will thus be seen that the Guru Granth offers a perfeat set of values and a practrcal code of conduct
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RAG DHANASRI

~ ARTI
(Hymn of Praise)

The whole Heaven with its myriad lights goes
round and round my Beloved!

The Iittle stars are as pearls!

The wind fans Him,

And there nses in His temple the incense from
the hearts of a million flowers,

The endless music of creation resounds!

A million eyes hath my Beloved!

And yet no mortal eyes ! .

A inillion lotus-feet are His,

And yet no mortal feet!

| die with joy of the perfume of His presence!

His Flesh emits a million perfumes!

And yet He hath no scent!

He 15 the Light of Life,

By the beams of His face the stars burn bright,

And He is the soul of everything,

My Arti1s my waiting for things to be as He willeth.

When the Master comes and stands by, the Divine
Light is revealed!

The Moon of His lotus-feet draws me like a
Thursty sarang whose thirst daily increases.

0 God! come and bestow on me Thy saving grace.

And let me repose for ever in Thy Holy, Holy,
Naming Thee.

GURU NANAK
(1469-1539)

In a world rife with falsehood, sunk in superstitions and plagued by all kinds of inequities and
inequalities, Guru Nanak rang in the gospel of truth, universal love and brotherhood. The Founder Guru
of the Sikhs and one of the greatest and saintliest of saviours, he redeemed the soul of a moribund society
that had experienced a total eclipse, if not annihilation, of all abiding human values. The condition of
the contemporary society has been vividly described by the First Master in the well-known words:

“This age 1s a knife, kings are butchers; justice hath taken wings and fled.

In this completely dark night of falsehood the moon of truth is never seen to rise.”

Guri Nanak was born in a Bedi family at Talwandi (Nankana Sahib), near Lahore, in 1469.
At an early age he learnt Sanskrit, Persian and the prevalent form of Gurmukhi. He was a precocious child
with a pronounced penchant for religion. His father, Mehta Kalu, made vain efforts to woo him to a
mundame mode of life. Accordingly, he was got employed in a Government store of the Nawab of Sultan-
pur where he served for 13 years.

It was In 1499 that the day of destiny of ecstatic communion with God came. While taking his
daily bath in the nvulet Bain that flows near Sultanpur, Nanak had his illumination through a soul-stirring
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viston of Almighty God. It was here that the Guru delivered his great sermon i the memorable words
“There 15 no Hindy, theré 1s no Musalman® The spintual enhightenment enjoined on him a mission to
the propagation of which he consecrated his entire ife He set out on his great Udasis (Missionary journeys)
to deliver God's message to sinning and suffering humanity

He toured the whole of india and many foreign countnies, preaching the gospel of true religion
and rooting out 1gnorance and ewil The great Guru undertook five major missionary journeys in this
behalf

In the course of tus first long travel. Guru Nanak visited celebrated Hindu places of pilgrimage
like Kurukshetra. Banaras and Jagnnath Pun He taught pecple how to distinguish Dharma from Adharma
and abandon such pretentious ntuals and prayers as constituted the accepted religious practice of the
times Dunng his second journev the Guru went as far as Sangla Deep and having done his mimistry
returned to the Punjab

The Master's third missionary journey 1s known for his discussions with reputed Kashmm Pandits
and savants and for his visits to famous haunts of the Yogis, the Sidhas and the Nathas in the Himalayas
The Guru preached truth and nghteousness wherever he went

The fourth missionary jourmney comprised the Master’s visit to prominent Mushm shrines in Mecca,
Medina and Baghdad After his return to the Punjab, the Guru set out on his fifth and final journey This
time he confined his trave! to places nearer home such as Saidpur, Pakpattan, Multan, Achal Batala, etc
Sawdpur had been sacked by Babar's forces Deeply moved by spectacle of infinute human suffening result-
ing from the inhuman atrocities perpetrated by the Mughal invader. the Guru chanted hymns of Sorrow

At Achal Batala, a renowned centre of the Yogrs and Sidhas, the Guru preached the umity and
equality of all religions For twenty-two years Guru Nanak propagated his faith in Incha and abroad
Dunng his 18 years™ stay at Kartarpur, he incarnated into splendid deeds the lofty ideals that he had
been preaching all his Iife Thus, by his own inspining example. the Guru demonstrated how Ray and Yog.
the wordly and the spintual modes of life could be happily and fruitfully conjoined

Dunng his extensive mussionary journeys, Guru Nanak exhorted the bemighted humamity to
pursue the path of divine meditation He stressed the significance of nghteous hiving above all other
things The Guru made men reahse that there 15 only one God Who 15 peerless He held that through
Nam Simran (Meditation of God's Name) and concentration on Shabad (the word) man could muster
up courage enough to uphold truth in his hife

Guru Nana% cred down all cant and bhind observance of soulless customs, ntes and nituals
The Guru averred that they were a meaningless meandernng unconnected with the attamment of man’s
spintuat destinv Thus he nghtly lard accent on prous practical iving which alone constitutes true religiosity

The quintessence of Guru Nanak’s philosophy 15 enshnined in his mu/ mantra He has aptly em-
phasised the smperative nesd of truth and beauty. freedom and fraternity According to Guru Nanak,
religion implies a communion between God and man As a corollary to this, a person who devotes him-
self 1o Nam Simran 15 naturally virtuous and feartess Unsullied by lt-will or enmity. he works for the
amelioration of the weak and the down-trodden His noble actions give an impulse to his aesthetic
sensibility A truely religious man of the Guru's conception 1s opposed alike 10 serfdom and masterdom
His hfe 1s radiant with love and humility, sweetness and light

Indeed, Guru Nanak wanted to unite and orgamise his disciples in order to give rehigion true
sohdanty To this end, he established sangat (congregations) at numerous places and appointed their
chiefs Besides, he ¢compiled his wriings in book form which he handed over to tis successor, Guru
Angad Dev

The Guru established a sangat at Kartarpur and prescribed a set of values to be chenshed and
practised He also founded the great institution of fangar (free community-kitchen) and spent his’earnings
from tand on running it Thus, he gave a iving form to his doctrnine of work, Nam Simran and the Temple
of Bread The Guru nominated Bhai Lehna, his most beloved and trusted disciple. for the exalted office
of the Guru after im In the Adi Granth are enshrined 974 hymns by the First Master

¢
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GURU ANGAD DEV

Shloka

The World is the abode of the True One, in 1t the
True One abides
Some, in His Will He mergeth in Himself, others
He destroys in His Will
Some, in His Will, He nds of Maya others in t
He involves
And who of us can say, O whom in His Mercy He'll
bless.
Nanak, turns Guru-Ward but he, whose mind He Himself

llumines (Vvar Asa)

GURU ANGAD DEV
(1504-1552)

The mantle of the First Master fell on Angad, the second Sikh Guru, in 1539, and he graced the
exalted position il 1552

Born at Mate-de Saran, a Punjab willage, in 1504, Gury Angad was onginally known as Bhai
Lehna His parents were orthodox Hindus and worshippers of the goddess Durga The most momentous
and exuluing moment in Bhai Lehna’s life came around 1531 when he met Guru Nanak at Kartarpur
So powerful and profound was the Guru's divine spel! on hum that he wound up domestic affars and
devoted himself entirely 10 the service of the Guru and of fellow-men in whom the Lord constantly dwells
Because of his patient and unpretentious service, he endeared himself to the Guru who lovingly calied
him “Angad’ (1e, of my own'limb) and elevated him to the Guruship

Imbibing the spint of the First Master, Guru Angad began to disseminate the gospel of Guru
Nanak to redeem the caste-wormn and custom-ndden contemporary society He denounced formalism
and ntualism, and highlighted the edifying expenence of the adoration of the Guru (Guru Bhakti), service
of the Guru (Guru Seva). and divine medntation (Nam Bhakti) These he regarded as the noblest means
of God-realisation Guru Angad held service in high esteem Indeed, he placed love of God and service
of humanity on the same pedestal

To consohdate and propagate the mussion of Guru Nanak, the Second Master collected the
celestial songs and teachings of his predecessor which, together with his own compositions, he trans-
mitted to mankind There are sixty-two hymns by Guru Angad in the Adi Granth.

Drawing on hus own reminiscences and the accounts gathered from Bhai Bala and other disciples
of the Fitst Guru, the Second Master produced the first biography of Guru Nanak, and this became the
earliest published prose-work in Punjabi

Guru Angad was also a great proneer in education He opened a School which, besides promoting
the moral health of the students, organised wrestling exercises and manly sports The Guru’s system of
education sought a harmonious development of the physical. mtellectual and spintual aspects of the
human personality. .

The Second Master modified and improved the Gurumukhi script and made arrangements for
populansing 1t Besides, he estabhshed his headquarters at Khandoor, and under his divine spell many
embraced the Sikh religion The Guru commended the significance of honest work and corporate kitchens
He exhorted the Stkhs not to take to renunciation or asceticism but to carry on the worship of God along
with therr worldly duties and obhgations Thus, he strengthened Guru Ka Langar or the Temple of Bread,
an imaginative measure which helped enlist all men in a league of love
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GURU AMAR DAS

RAG RAMKALI

Through mere deeds, poise cometh not to the mind,
And without poise one's doubt 1s stilled not.
Yea, through no other discipline 1s the Doubt dispelled.
Howsoever many one doeth the deeds
With Doubt 15 the mind stained:
Through what discipline 1s it to be cleansed?
Pray, attune thyself to the Word and so cleanse thy mind
And In it chenish thou thy Lord.
Sayeth Nanak “Thus, By the Guru's Grace,
Doth poise come to the mind and one’s
Doubt 1s dispelled”
(Anand)

GURU AMAR DAS
(1479-1574)

Guru Amar Das, the seventy-three years old disciple who had distinguished himself for his humility
and simphcity 1n Guru Angad's holy company was nominated Gury in 1552

Born of orthodox Hindu parents in Baserke, a Punjab village, in 1479, Guru Amar Das was a
great piignm Once he happened to listen to a rapturous chanting of Guru Nanak s Japjt by Bibi Amro,
Guru Angad’s daughter and his nephew’s wife. He was so much enthralled by its supernal note that he
repaired instantly to Guru Angad, the Second Master He spent about 12 years, from 1540 to 1552 in
selfless service and deep meditation, amidst an aura of holiness and splendour radiating from his beloved
Guru.

While expoinding the gospel of Guru Nanak, the Third Master laid special stress on the service
of the Guru and contemplation of the Lord’s Name. He asserted that man could attain Sahay (tranquility)
through the path of the holy name. All doubts disappear and he attains Ananda (bliss) a stage achieved
by the Bhakts through God-realisation. He also held that these values could be acquired only through
the Guru'’s grace

Dunng the 22 years of his ministry, Guru Amar Das took quite a few significant measures to
consolidate the Sikh religion, as also to endear 1t to the masses of men. To widen the scope of the move-
ment, he made Goindwal his missionary centre. Here he caused a big bavalr (a sort of well) dug and organi-
sed festivals on the occasion of Deepavali and Baisakfu A large number of Sikhs from far-flung places
flocked to Goindwal Indeed 1t became the first place of pilgnmage.

Besides, the Guru set up twenty-two manyjis, or dioceses 1n different parts of the country where
Sikhism had taken roots, Each Manji was placed under the charge of a pious Sikh with whose effort the
Sikh Sangats (congregations) met daily and chanted the Guru’s hymns,

The Third Master invested the institution of /angar with a kind of inviolable sanctity. Thus, no one
could. have darshan of the Guru without first partaking of food in the /angar. This had the desired effect
of proclaiming and establishing the essential equalty of all mankind. In the Guru's Temple of Bread, the
rich and the poor, the high-born and the untouchable, ate together as members of an integrated human
family. The Guru also fought other rampant soctal evils like Sati, dnink and Purdah. With a view to marking
out the Sikhs asa distinct people, Guru Amar Das prescribed a set of ntes to be followed on occasions
such as birth and death. The Guru also visited Hindu cities of pilgrimage and there, too, he propagated
the gospel of Guru Nanak.
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

Nor did the Guru ignore the socto- -economic problems of the people. He persuaded Emperor
Akbar 1o abolish the pilgrim tax, an oppressive measure that hurt the sentiments of the non-Muslims.
Akbar, who visited the Gury was so deeply impressed with his ideology, particularly his Temple of Bread,
that he offered a gift of land for the /angar. The Guru politely declined the offer, saying that the fangar
belonged to the common man who alone must manage it.

Guru Amar Das not only preached Guru Nanak's word but also composed his own hymns. He
had quite a few copies of the hymns of the Gurus prepared in order to preserve and propagate the holy
word Under tus directions, his grandson, Sahsar Ram compiled the compositions of the first three Gurus
along with those of the Bhaktas in two volumes, known as Baba Mohan's volumes. There are 907 hymns
by Guru Amar Das in the Adi Granth.

In short, upder the aegis of the Third Master, the great mavement of Sikhism, besides ministering
to man’s moral needs also addressed itself to his creature problems.
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

RAG GUJARI

| beseech thee. O true Gury, the true being, God's own,
We. the humble and the lowly, have sought Thy Refuge
Take pity and awaken the Name in us.(1)
0 my friend. my Guru, lumine my heart with the
Lord's Name.
The Name revealed to me by the Guru is the Friend
of my life:
To meditate upon Thee, O Lord, 1s my daily
routine. (1—Pause)
They are Thy Own and therr Destiny is migh, who trust
in Thee and are athirst for Thee,
They are satiated only with Thy Name
In the Society of the Holy, their virtues shine
forth. (2)
They who tasted not the Name of the Lord, they, the
unfortunate ones,
Are handed over to the Yama
They who sought not the Shelter of the Guru in the
Society of the holy, fie on Them! O, fie is on their ife to come! (3)
They who were received In the sanctuary of the Guru
they were the ones so destined by God.
Blessed. Blessed 1s the Society of the Holy where
| taste
The Essence of the lord, and the Name is
revealed to me. (4—1)

GURU RAM DAS
(1534-1581)

Guru Ram Das, the Fourth Master, ascended the holy gaddi (throne) of Guru Nanak'in 1574
and continued to adorn the exalted office il 1581, Though he was the son-in-law of Guru Amar Das,
being married to his daughter Bibi Bhani, yet he revered the Third Master as a Guru with an unwavering
fervour. Inebniated with the nectar of the divine Nam, he spurned delights, and spent all his time in an
ecstatic communion with the Lord through moments of deep meditation.

Originally called Jetha Ji, Guru Ram Das was born in a Sodhi family at Lahore in 1534, His parents
died when he was just a child. He was, therefore, brought up by his maternal grandparents. He had an
opportunity to visit Goindwal, the seat of the Third Master, at a time when the bavali was being dug
through voluntary tabour, He immersed himself in this labour of love with such a rare verve and dedication
that he won the Guru's appreciation and recognition. The Third Master was so highly pleased with the
disciple that he gave his daughter Bibi Bhani to him in marriage. Nevertheless, he served Guru Amar Das

with as much love and devotion as ever before. It was in 1574 that he was invested with Guruship and
named Guru Ram Das.
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GURU RAM DAS

Guru Ram Das's contnbution to Bans 1s considerable. His compositions throb with an emotion
born of love {or fellowmen and yearning for God. They inculcate in the people the adoration of God and
the Guru. Rightly does the Master image an ideal man as one who had drunk deep at the fount of Nam
and whose eyes are aglow with the love of the Lord. He sought a consummation of the human personality
through God-realisation.

The Vars (ballads) of the Fourth Master. enshnined in the Guru Granth Sahib, outnumber those of
other contributors. After Guru Nanak and Guru Amar Das. 1t was he who expanded the range of the
Ragas n the Adi Granth adding as many as eleven to the existing system. Notable among the Fourth
Master's contnbution to Sikhism 15 the establishment of a new Chak called Guru Ka Chak on the land
gifted by Emperor Akbar to Bibi Bhani, the Guru's wife Later, 1t grew into the city of Amnitsar, Here the
Guru started the digging of two sarovars (pools) which when completed durning Guru Arjan’s time, came
to be known as Santokhsar and Amrnitsar So great was the Guru’s magnetism that duning his pontificate
Amntsar emerged as a famous place of piignmage for the Sikhs

With a view to transmitting the gospel of Sikhism as also to meeting the expenditure incurred
on the ever expanding altruistic plans and programmes. the Guru founded the institution of masands
The offerings of the Sikhs wete collected by the masands who rendered these to the Guru

Guru Ram Das also deputed leamed mussionarnies to establish contact with the Sikhs outside the
Punjab. Guru Amar Das had alieady set up 22 Manys (dioceses) Accordingly. the Fourth Master bade
Bha: Hindal and Bhai Gurdas begin their missionary work and preach Sikhism at Jandiala and Agra,
respectively. The Guru also shifted his head-quarters from Goindwal to Amntsar Bestdes, he got prepared
handwritten Gutkas (booklets of holy hymns) The Adi Granth contains 679 hymns by Guru Ram Das.

Guru Ram Das had three sons—Pnthi Chand, Mahan Dev and Arjan Dev. He considered the
youngest son, Aran Dev, the ablest and sainthest and, therefore, installed him as Guru in 1681

57



T g8 I

od AERr
farls ol mg I3 uawel
78 3 Ao Aaifs Ao el 1q1 5o
& & ¥t w0l fagrat wars Al o 3§ afs wrel
i Yz 13 7 98 wis & mifs Ag 3wl 11
ws Hfa afe afowr ug 8 Uk Uy wvaa feamred 13itl

93 HINS B2

g wawa 82 Y uoH € ¥nd 9 98 95 7 93 3% mfon @ dEl 31681 F 1606 37
RAfE3 93 1w € fugr g aHem A e | |
T Waws 92 il O M e 1563 Ons) feu difdess feg dfewr i wer fEd Je vl W
ST €8 wu € €8 981 A5 U v we 3 fmirer saisl qas @08, WIGS-RAG, w3 ATt IR I8 R |
mg 3 9w 2 wieg il 59 € Rasl fige Al AR @ ywe gg owem W 8 oy ¥ B 3
9% U39 feu e w3 mi § W3 U39t {9 Ga s 7 aiE! wuw fest
g WEHG FigY 8 T i feg iy wan o wfos & feln aoe et | v € AR e 38
fod afeg du 38 fist 3THu us B FadiATg! gefenr |
(8) T wiews mive 8T IHER A D &3 S §Rgaatar | i B g A 9a fel e ad
Ageat § Ayee safent 3 & 3 5¥ Wiee A yow feg 1o ﬁiana Foed § fevard
% dhea raus st i < Bt yfifu =alte wet Hiert WiF 3° Sumrel | g s e
feg wieg Sz was fad fiFa Asr oot LG8 fen € w8 weeW @ J iy fed 53R S
gfr 31 ferr @ 9 woe 9 eaet § YR &Yl ug Aot 99905 1| fen & ge s
395 3196 W3 EI'9YT § RIS TR | 3a5 TEs few fed <87 Mowa € sowenr v
®a Afve few fea o8&t €t fier agewl
() wy 3 e fem wt gt feg & qonfs v yEasisT|
(8) g v At B Hive A i we fedl W) g3 wewa wiee & fex fow fea o
fa 73 fiy wuad & € frgg awel foF onet T qg sfvs AT ol aHi EEl
Shkor 73 i § odu sfow e v | Wive O Bk et 3 endo fer & g wa R
A TR A |
(F) g wiaws s @ At s few v & e, e w0t WSS g & e vaSE §
firoe 3 fon fewa v Hwginr €1 A B¢l g9 T8 3 WA Far fegn)
(@) T v wfoe © RS §° Mot areen w3 Wy of §oei s e @efea e
g o mfow o ufioer fEEs 5 1601 3¢ 1004 €1 33 Ht Aot wiS a3 39 w3
HHS 13T | vy & Al wrel e v St 33t wifinn, 99 Yo 293t 9g € o) feala st
YgR Tgoi o fead el sam wvdl § wfor | vy 3 el § fedsa O &t Sl
RS AR MRS § o feg gedig S S o v Ass dlgn i w3 Fuea © 383 el
& O 39dle fes fonerfan ereoes uhst 3 S 31 wu et Fuest ufest g
58-



it At
LA S R LI

.

R

- e

e

oot e
\ Fa

1 L4
et
- . -

e
- Ind ’
g, ey W o 4 el
.:iﬂt.‘d-q.n.: £ 2 4% 4
) - g P N - noy ot : & ’!
J . h o nar " ML [ :
4 R HE S \ oA TE B Y Y A e kY
R '! ; A Lt 4 ..""«,\‘ rhs’ -*‘. Fs
" ~’n cirg e S 0 ot ¥ it &
AL A A ST o SR AT AN T gAY
copa ' - N
e W, = 4 v " W ey w . o) i
_ ot ™
", W1Fra b :;fc:‘-:; ——r - e 4 e, oAty ';Zn';n“
ey A N P PR ST LY KPP JR A




T d8 TI5eEl

mgg ehi et feg” e miy & Ariawt grgnt €t act 5% HEA 81§ 851 € Mg & AUie
sigr 3, yae get 3 | furget 3o3lE wae et W3 sast © 99w G 99T feg e
e i3 © ot g9 € Ha gaer A/

3) fd aig wiows o< fea vovs fured s, @8 €1 feg wos wadl &l < Ay | I8 9fg wice
g wiars € w3 99 JufoAr fedd wy < gEs 1 fen I feg Ifa ag 9
rfge € 35 W et € 995 fed WA w3 iy €l gest feg WA |

¥) qg g Aos o ot e yg 39, s saster BT YWY J v i fela s9d @R
Aurtz <t fenrlmr 595 =78 A5 fan & wy & ‘god faal sfamr 3 w3 feg ayrlg
yg-973t &8 g © fqur 3 ot @=vs & 31 g farwral € w3 feg wy 3 fedn
g< feg comB aafa g few o & syt feodu sfow, feodu sloer, rueant
dfoe, dign urdt Je7 w3 mfon T wes HGe 1 9w wiaws Arfod & wing gaH faprat
@ iies 1 & efer § Dau At g few faiE, G, WoRH € IR 59 8
T5 | vy Wkl dites it foatrt S5t A3 F3t @ yost met wRke 3 yg €l wufn <
WS S9E 5 | 'HUHBl N ©F HIgETS J |

4 9 wive T uiow Aass fawe § e 3@ Yy uad-3lag =0 wEde ¢
aet | @5t Judt et wr gfa fug fewr w3 Qg mw Fagnt 8 fer qu fe <
AUE & U8 |

ag o wiog § I wows miog & dfaiea feg mafus 33 feziw3 ofates
7t nifirg iy gan e feln 929 o< afewr | fon 397 feg &=t wEdet aW e gu oS
995 Sal Uel |

I) I 5750 Aiee 3 &3 Y wons Afoe 39 oy Wioes € HES sEHT &8 d8 443
& Jet | mHee magg feRn JT3ug feemiesr /M w3 €9 3 for oot i
€ Fen § Aigarg < fesr | wage 3° Hag” wotdilg & Has! < aha foadusr &t alst §
&3 fegr | wighe €t v fews S uz saw d faGuag wems wle <& S @9
TIH-yET § fere Bet 4395 3 AHg et Al M3 fer YR § deaye fev 'go <t gams’ o
fower 3180 3 mure qu few wuet gest fdt § fa i feg 95 & os wer oet wa
33 e wdw 91w fer e et g § gl s o¥ QW 3 9 waws
mige 3 €l Fatfem’ 578 I-USd! S € ©F wife sar 3 Qaf § WS SaHedin e
w5 1606 fe8 &g fed au dy § ndte ager fégr |

fen mores = iy wfog 3 e fefmwe ufewr w3 fom wiva 3 few Joaet gu
Tgs digr faowr fa g ofediffe wive € A was st & T S 8 & wiver &t
W Ffo 995 Bar w3 Hidh Widt @ 7 sareh wash @ fruis w feaw Segar 1 @@ weve
éa;ﬁfﬂuuaueufasﬂmeasaanameuaafﬁunaaeﬁaaamagaﬁarl

YeH gg € gofes waag 85t € muss 7 ofedfée mivw i 1606 . Eint
feu Tg-a753 diEt 3 fegns 58

60



R HoA &
RIU AL

Termfewd mnafa o

& & AT HAT Al 0 11 @I
AT Y &
grgAfrgr s a1

ST W FI9T A1 A {7

G Al AT A 9 12y

o afg o dEr T o

fe tfir A fammams 120 s’

Te A T
ot € Aefae ot Free o F 99 e &, A7 ST A LU F (6o 9% ot ux farae e @
ofi 7% It oY #ft 7% e At B AT T F TIR BIE T | T I Meare f T a9 (483
AT AT | AT TN A AT 7 q3 AL A, T oA A4 F 7 R qfaw S, o-aas
mmﬁmm?ﬁaﬂﬁarﬁﬁaﬁ#m&maﬁrﬁmﬁ#ﬁﬂvﬁma|3a%wﬁam=r
Fiae afs & waw 7% aeuwTe § & I5e g o 4, #i) 5= A8 & AN [oafiEr 51 S 9% foir
T SrE 5 ) T TITR T ST o o At | S SR A O S TR o 7% T off ¥ apqe ey
gﬁfﬁ#ﬁ?ﬁgﬁgﬁﬁ%fﬁt{ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂl‘mgﬂ@%%mmmﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁg'waﬁ%w
9% AT G4} AE 47 ST sifarFr wwe Frar iR e oo faw & foofar v fordr o 1 g st
2 77 fmir srfesfaer gm)
A I AT AT D e O e @ & AR # fratatae v gu, s fevm wew d @sy
¥ e e fover afvade g 317 fawe aete 1 s stfR o g -
(%) v et st oft o e o & T R wT A QR 15 e S I ¥ Sradad
& frmtor 3 9% #f wr qof o v s s o fira ot & fomar e, st & g & st
fafre wear fag | 39 "ammad e a9 @ wer & gl v fafie s e
F wrvity e ag € 6 ow ‘i awT t smarchirar #v Ane W 9fiE qEee B A
firati v & FEHET Y AT 4T 1 48 ‘ghore] 7l & wer & e €, o g e
#t faereror & 1 Tl femmmell & 39T UH-UF 17 § 195 TFmT 59 919 9 = Fat § 5 )
7ol g wi= & aam €7 & waw S gl &) o sfufom, 28 awarT aar FIEg
3 S I T, AT & U e ga< F frmtor s, SR AR A I )
() TR ey wed dome & fafirsr 7 o awt F o & frargert o faser of & damersi
FT g2 GAMAT |
(7) farramrm S fin oo s=rd frea 3 o g w91 Rife & forg st g it s
% 3 oft v TR S ¥ e Ft frgferr w0 S o, oft v oiaee ¥ 9y frow g fa £
yaiT faae 997 ‘TdT @l F TS wmwﬁmm%mﬁa%ﬁqm
Y Fem 7T | g 7w %7 fagw-ae § @A’ Fr AT g | 6] mmw@z&g&%
FI-Tg & F9q 1

61



Q¥ naat

(o) ot o ol oft 2w o o e 1 G o R S0 5 T L ofY ke A g e
e acagad w1 §0 T3 % T T w1 ggar fa

(%) sft o atnde ot & wrat & werd arferes weea 7 ol Y% vy T S § 1T A & g it
O Yt e gt i anivrt g o, T gua T et T el Al g
TSI AT 1 TEATe A | 6, TR U e 6y S w9 wrpe suferd ar #) i
> orgEr fowy o | 5 former it st o foraor g O 3 v i ¥ fam sy
T T e F afy o % vy e § Wl 9 ' & mar & el i
T S0 T VR B AT T S TS (AT ) B whearer o o wwee Ry &) St
3 E TV ATTF T F Fomim i} O iy i vivrery oY T 3 oy T e o 1
e, T AR HRf SR e qur afenT & v e & 280t & QoY oy i
qut ¥ were fivar 1 1 g o ¥ forg anedtew o we e § waft feu

(=) af T o st ¥ AeRR St e EPTEE & 6 gE) SR T SirAT-aee wf A &)
ofY 3% I W1 N SR S ATunt & o AT  F e anoi S AT § | e awed
75 gt i ot e e i X e et SgrpATE -~ et O SR T S
T & ST A AT O g T T A A arun gaR ae W

() * e st St 9 anit & wad e @< - wfer, TI-anea 6 8 0% SR fai &
& 39 TR F vt F g R TR gy T S g | ey ey § i ag st
T FT q, TR F I, W BXT § | R A B ST S ey 0 g¢ Tl
aﬁr TRE T G178 H7 o § S A e G o | iy e, fote g, wegeEr g,
e ST, SR e - T S S | G Y S Y A S S AT T
ST TN S TP T AT | Gt et i forey, stterd o w8 & e v @ foe
&1 ‘ot e T o a4

oA T RS ST AT & a9 § 20 [0 IR QTG AT AH A | AT A G

P arwsrmer & ferdver wferet-arer v, Ferat ot apmT e e e e v ot e el
0 A ‘e & ‘giowRe # ot v wea A o wivfes w fear o snperer we fre o
T fier ey o1 AT | S TR U At SR U fi ST o S Ty X S

() off 7o T ¥ o & W R ot g et off o firee e Y e ] @ A
TATEHY T g | WHTE HFaI T ged Formner A7 | SN T T o 7 ae< A | smat
% TR, SEH T T TR X Tt o ennfers afgeo # wmae-f ¥ afcad v fan
ot 7% IiNa St gTRr oY o TR R ST <y an, SR 9§ g w1 9w (SR )
X T & w7 A wne | 5w T e W ek 2 o e A gar g ) se
o A | oo ol Y v e T, iR wwe e fr A g R R R
% T SoT AT TRAT | AT T e A ot e 3 Fivg T oft 76 A % AT SR § T
g T ST AT ST T R | ot W 150 % A T amder & gt ¥ off RA
W TR TR W Ao foam ) aE st st o oft 7 R & e e AT
A gt wrere o v, g e o s A | et ek wift s feee TRRE
W fodw sramr et AR 5 e & et aur sl § o At aiEdy g Wk
el o o g g i it v farefig o & wer ¥ el o e v @ vt e
¥, firerer wvsrara A oA & e At T A - araty et @ e
mﬁm@%w:ﬁﬁaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁwﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁm@m ’

o 6 TR Y e AT T g o e ot S 5 0% ¥ TREY AR

BT 3R 2e¥y T femal 1 dged S /)



GURU ARJAN DEV

RAG KANRA

Now, I'm jealous of no one;

Now that | have attained unto the Society of the Saints. (I-Pause)

Yea, | am estranged with no one; nor is any one a stranger unto me.

Indeed | am the frend of all (1)

All that the God Doeth, with that | am pleased, this 1s the Wisdom ['ve received from
the Saints. (2)

Yea, the One God pervadeth all. and, Seeing Him, | am wholly in Bloom, (3-8)

GURU ARJAN DEV
(1563-1606)

Guru Arjan, the 'Prince of Martyrs’ and the ‘Prophet of Peace’, proffered his precious life to
nurture the glory that was to be the Sikh Panth. The Fifth Master’s life was marked by divine bliss and
sublime sacrifices, born of a sweet acceptance of God's Will. Gifted with a quintessential poetic afflatus,
and immeasurable imaginative sympathies, the Guru gave the movement of Sikhism a definite direction,
perspective and programme He made the new faith coeval or coextensive with the whole gamut of
existence and raised its exquisite edifice on values for which there 1s neither death nor change

Guru Arjan Dev adorned the sacred throne of Guru Nanak from 1581 to 1606. Born at Goindwal
in 1963, he was the youngest and noblest son of Guru Ram Das. He had an innate poetic sensibihty
which was exquisitely displayed in the episties that he sent to his father from Lahore They are deeply
expressive of the pangs of separation and the exuberance of Love The Fourth Master's decision to make
Guru Arjan his spintual heir was bitterly opposed by Prithvi Chand who contended that being the eldest
son, he alone was entitied to the Guruship. Thus, he could never reconcile himself to his younger brother’s
installation as Guru.

Under Guru Arjan Dev the Sikh movement registered great progress The Guru not only completed
the construction of the Sarovars started at ‘Guru Ka Chak’ by his predecessor but also constructed two
more Sarovars He had the Harmandar buiit i the middle of Amritsar Sarovar and invited a celebrated
Mushim divine, Mian Mur, to lay its foundation stone. Remarkable for its architectural and aesthetic beauty
and unique in 1ts conception, the temple with 1ts four doors symbolises the inborn equality of all mankind
Indeed, 1t 15 open to all the four castes without eny discimination. Thus, the Guru sought a dissolution
of all castes and creed distinctions. Unlike the Hindu shrines that are built on a high plinth, the Harimandar
(the Temple of God) was built on a level lower than that of the surrounding areas, thereby making it
imperative for the devotees to go down the steps in a spint of true humility. In addition, the towns of
Tarn Taran and Kartarpur flourished under the Guru’s tutelage He had a magnificent tank built at Tam
Taran (pool of salvation) and a Bavali constructed at Lahore

Guru Arjan undertook a tour of the Punjab to preach Sikhism. He rationalised the institution of
the masands and ordained that every Sikh should voluntarily donate a tithe of his income raised by the
sweat of his hrow for religious purposes. The masands collected the offerings thus made and deposited
them in the Guru's treasury. Again, when the Punjab was in the' grip of drought and famine, Guru Arjan
persuaded the Emperor Akbar toremit the land revenue for that year.
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Tha most epachel achievement however, of Guru Arjan wes the compiletion of the Ad? Grensh.
The Guru devoted shres yesrs from 1601 ©© 1604 o the completion of the sublime pro ;-..,. He stugdie
thoroughly :}‘e entire trezsure of Gurbani, coliectzd the hymns and pssims of the previsus Gur.:s an
soreened the uttsrances of the bhskiss collected by the previous Gurus. He not only put the entire Bzni
togsther but aito compiled 1t systemetically undar difizrent ragss. Guru Arden's ca’aws {or comoilation
1s eminently proiectad by ihe vars sncluded in the AdT Granih. He has sddsd shiakes o the Bani of 2}
the ezrlier Gurus in crderto elucidate the desper meanings. To comp:le the cut-pounings of his predecessass
&nd thy Bhzkies yndar varicus r2gas (musics! measures) chviously demanded an unfsliering grasp of
the musicz) messurss. Besides being a nctable compilsr. Guru Arjan was 2lso a gifted poet Mere than
half of the holy Granth consists of his own utterances. They comprise 2278 verses, Thus his work exceeds
thet of the other 35 inspired poe's whose compssitions & enshrined in the Gurv Grenzh.

The essenual message of Guru Arjan’s hymns is megitetion on Az, The Guru has fucidly excatiated
on he concept of srafhimgiani {the enlichienad soul). According to him, this enlighienment can ba
attaned only thrcugh meditation on the Lord and the Guru's grece. In denicting the stributes of the
brahmgizni, he has compared tim 10 & lotus flower which immersad in mud and water is yat oure end
beauriul. Without il-will or enmity he is forsver couregsous and calm.

Guru Arjan set 2 fine personal example by living up to his own concapt of 2 brebmgizri Al
his holy compositions are charatierised by humility and tendemsss. He sseks the grecs of Cod for the
fulfilment of all kinds of humean nseds. With the compilation of the first va!une of the Ac? Grenih. the
Sikh religron registered greater unitv and identity. The Sikhs ngw cwnsd @ unigue Bcok or Granih of
their own ard thus scquired 2 distinct end separate entity. Gutu Arian msta!ie:i the holy Granzh &t the
Harimendzr. Thus, Amritsar became the most significant centre of the Sikh faith end the Sikhs emerged
3§ 2 naw and poweriul communivy.

During the penod batween Guru Nangk and Guru Arjan. there was no conilict behween the Sikhs
and the Mughal Kings. Emperor Akbar was in particular 2 man of tberal views and he respecied the ideals
of the Sikh movement. But with his desth and the fellowing enthronsment of Jebangir, there was &
toia! reverse! of policy and change of attituds.

Jehangit's cwn writings reves! that he considared the spread of Sikhism 23 a positive threat 1o
Islam. In a moment of {anatic frenzy. he charecierisad Sikhism as @ ‘shop of falssheod’ and declared that
he would extirpate it at the carligst opportunity. Thus ke set 2bout with a fanztical zeal to camv aut his
threat and he wumped up tha charge of treason agzinst the Guru. With the complicity of the officials,
Jehanghir had the Guru scon imprisoned and tortured to geath st Lehore in 1606, The marywiom of
Guru Arjan engenderad a wave of shock and indignation among the Sikhs, No single evant till then had
SO o'ﬁ‘aundw brought home 10 them the aecessity of the sword. It is therefore not surprising that uncer
the Sixih Master, Guru Hargobind they were militerised and prevared 10 face the hlugal might sque-ey.
Thus em:rged a new epoch in the history of Sikhism which led to & synthesis between 8Bhat¥ and
Shakii (wordly power). Guru Aan was the first Sikh Guru, who by his martyrdom lent 0 Sikhism a
strength and solidarity that it had never known befors. As desirad by the Fifth Master, Guiu Hargobind
wes ordained Guru in 1808, and, he guided and shzped the destiny of the Sikh community untl 1825,
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RAG SORATH

That man who in the midst of grief 1s free from grieving,

And free from fear, and free from the snare of delight,

Nor 15 covetous of gold that he knows to be dust,

Who is neither a backbiter nor a flatterer, )
Nor has greed in his heart, nor vanity, nor any worldly attachment,
Who remains at his centre unmoved by good and ill fortune,
Who indifferent to the world's praise and blame

And discards every wishful fantasy

Accepting his lot in the disinterested fashion,

Not worked upon by lust or by wrath,

In such a man God dwelleth,

The man on vthom the Grace of the Guru alights

Understands the way of conduct:

His soul, O Nanak, is mingled with the Lord

As water mingles with water!

GURU TEGH BAHADUR
(1621-1675)

In the galaxy of immortal martyrs who laid down their precious lives to keep ablaze the flame of
faith and freedom, the name of the Ninth Master, Guru Tegh Bahadur stands out radiantly prominent.
Doubtless, there have been prophets who sacrificed themselves at the altar of their own religion, but
the uniqueness of the Ninth Master's martyrdom lies in the fact that he courted death in defending the
religion of the persecuted Hindus who had sought his shelter when they were forced to choose between
death and Islam. Guru Tegh Bahadur, the second martyr Guru, who was born at Anyitsar in 1621, was
the youngest son of Guru Hargobind Sahib, the Sixth Master (1595-1645). Guru Har Rai, the Seventh
Master {1630-61), and Guru Hari Krishna, the Eight Master (1656-1964); however, preceded him as
Gurus He adorned the sacred throne of Guru Nanak from 1664 to 1675. His installation as Guru enraged
Dhirmal and the masands’, who were the most contentious claimants to the Guruship.

Guru Tegh Bahadur toured the Punjab, particularly the Malwa region, and Eastern India, to preach
Sikhism. He also went to Assam with Raja Ram Singh and stayed with him for nearly two years. The
Guru's family accompanied him on this trip, but, while proceeding to Assam, he left his familly at Patna.
It was here that his only son Guru Gabind Singh (1666-1708) was born, While leaving Assam for the
Punjab, Guru Tegh Bahadur broke his journey at Patna for a short time and then returned to the Punjab.
He purchased land from the Raja of Kahloor at Makhowal {Anandpur) and settied down there. From
here he set out on extensive missionary tours and attracted amongst others, several Muslims to his faith

~ The main theme of Guru Tegh Bahadur's sacred hymns is Nam Simran (concentration on the
Divine Name) and Guru Bhakti (adoration of the Guru). One hundred and fifteen hymns of Guru Tegh
Bahadur are incoroorated in the Adi Granth.
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He has clearly set forth his own definition of Giarrr {or the enlightened one) In these compositions
he has laid special stress on varag or detachment for the realisation of the lofty 1deals that distinguish
the life of a BrahmGiam

Dunng Guru Tegh Bahadur's ministry, Emperor Aurangzeb intensified his fanatical plans for
forcibly converting the Hindus to Islam This move had serious repercussions in Kashmr, and, the learned
Pandits of Kashmir came to Guru Tegh Bahadur to seek refuge The Guru advised them to go and tell
Aurangzeb thatif he could persuade Guru Tegh Bahadur to embrace Islam, they would all willingly become
Mushims This proposal appealed to Aurangzeb. who had already hatched plans to bring to an end Guru
Tegh Bahadur's missionary activities, so, he at once 1ssued orders for his arrest

The Guru, along with some of his companions was finally brought to Delhi and asked to convert
to Islam or else face the penalty of death. The Master averred that he would sacnfice his Iife rather than
give up his faith and his freedom of behef Thus, under Aurangzeb’s orders, he was beheaded at the place
now called Sis Gany in Delhi  His martyrdom was yet another challenge to the Sikh conscience It was
realized then that there could be nc understanding between an insensate power imbrued with blood
and a proud people wedded to a Iife of peace with honour The sacrifice roused the devitalized Hindus
from their supine somnolence 2nd gave them a hint of the power that comes from seif-respect and sacrifice
Guru Tegh Bahadur thus earned the enduring sobriquet title of Hind-di-Chadar or the Shield of Intha
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JAIDEV

. RAG GUJRI

Primal Being, sublimely beautiful,

Pirmal Truth, all-pervading,

Supremely wonderful. franscending nature

Why then not contemplate Him, the Redeemer,
Devote thy mind only to the Holy Name

Which 1s the ambrosia and essence of life

For those who remember the Lord,

There 1s no fear of birth, of old age. and of death
If thou dessrest to defeat the angel of death

And all his ministers,

Praise and bless thy Lord.

And no virtuous deeds.

The bhiss of the Lord 1s unchanging.

Now, and in the past and in the future

Man, if thou seekst to do virtuous deeds
Rencunce thy greed. renounce thy coveting

Of thy neighbour’s wife, all sins, all sinful desires,
And make the Lord thy refuge!

In heart and in words and in deeds

Devote thyself solely to thy Beloved Lord
Without such devotion, what profit is there

In yoga, temple ntuals, alms, and austenties?

O man, repeat the Sweet Name of the Beloved
Who 1s the bestower of all power upon men!
Jaidev openly seeketh his refuge in Thee!

Who art now, hast been, and who pervadest all!

JAIDEV
(1201-1245)

Shn Jaidev was renowned Bhakt of Bengal, His Gia Govinda 1s renowned for its poetic beauty
and musical nchness, and, it 1s sung i the Vaishnava temples The son of Bhaj Dev and Bam Dewvi he
was born n the village ¥andh belonging to the district Bir Bhoom There s a temple at Kandh to com-
memorate s memory.

It & said that once while he was composing a song he found it difficult to find the final hne to
complete the chhand (couplet) Lost in tus Bhakii Rasa he went out. and, when he returned, he saw
to his utter surpnse that the verse had been completed. To solve this nddle he asked tus vafe, Padmavaty,
who had addedthe final line to the chhand She said, “Swami Ji, just now, you were sourself wiiting i,
no one else came here.” It 1s said that God Himself had come 1in the guise of Jaidev t0 complete that
chhand. This mystical happening further deepened Jaidev’'s bhakti. He vsas overwhelmed by it to the
extent that he went into the jungle where he saw a strangetree, every leaf of which bore hymns of the Grta
Govinda. This enkindled in his soul a divine light and he continued to enjoy spintuat ecstasy all his hie

The earliest reference to Jaidev's greatness is found in Kabir's verse.

Thou have crowned with thy boundless Grace, O Lord!
Jaidev, Namdeva and Sudama, the Brahaman.
Guru Arjan Dev also writes:
Jaideva has fisen above his egoism.
(Basant Mahala 5)

Two of Jaidev's hymns, one in Gujri and the other in Maru rag, have been incorporated into
the Guru Granth Sahib.
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TRILOCHAN

RAJ GUJRI

Thou who hast not cleansed the dirt from thy heart,
Why wearest thou the outer garb of hermit ?

And thou who 1n the unfolding lotus of thy heart
Hast not enclosed thy Lord.

Why hast thou adopted complete renunciation ?
And thou, learned Brahmin, Jat Chand,

Thou hast gone astray i error and illusion,

For ali thy learming, thou knowast not

God as the Primal Joy

Thou, yogu. eating in every house

Hast fattened only thy body.

For gain thou wearest thy patched coat

For qan thy beggar’s ear-nngs

Thou hast rubbed thyself with the ashes

Of the dead from the cremation ground,

But since thou hast no Guru

Thou hast not found the One Reality!

All of ye, why these holy mutterings?

Why practise all these outward penances?

Ye might as well churn water!

Remember the Lord in His Peace

Who hath made milhons of worldg!

Why. O holy beggar, carrying the water-pot
Trudgest thou to the sixty-eight holy places?
Tnlochan says Listen. O foolish marntals!

What does it avatl 10 thrash husks instead of com

TRILOCHAN
(1267-1335)

Bhakt Trlochap came of a Vaish family There s no unanimity regarding the place of his birth
Some historians give the honour to the village Barsi near Sholapur (Maharashtra State) Others hold
that. though barn and brought up in the Utter Pradesh, he spent most of his time 1n Maharashtra The
fact that two sfokas of Kabir constitute a dialogue between Namdev and Tnlochan shows that these
two Ssaints were contemporaries
Bevatched by Maya, Nam Deva asketh Trilochana, his fnend,
“Wherefore printast thou these sheets unmindful of thy Lord?
Sayeth Trilochana,” O Namdava! The Lord’s sweet name 1s ever on my hps
And while | work with my hands and feet
My heart dvselleth on the Divine Being
The Bhakt speaks of himself thus
With thy Grace, O Lord! were redeemed Namdev, Kabir and Trilochana
As were Sadna and Samn
It is clear from the quotations of Kabir and Rawidas that Tnlochan and Namdev belonged to a
faily earlier peniod. If we accept the fact that Namdev had discussions with Tnlochan, then we can easily
regard the two saints as contemporaries
We find four hymns of Bhakt Trlochan in the Guru Granth Sahib. In these he has condemned
superficial rituals and pretentious renunciation and stressed the holiness of the heart
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALL

RAG SORATH

The neighbouring woman asketh Nam Deva:

Pray. who hath built thy tenement? )
I will pay him double the wages if thou tellest me-of that mason,

Sayeth Nam Dev: O woman I can tell not of the mason.

For, Seeest thou not that He Pervadeth alt?

That Mason 1s the mainstay of my vital breath.

The Mason demands the wages of Love if one wants

Him to put up one's tenement.

Yea, if one breaks with the people,

even one's kindred, then the Mason cometh af His own.

| can describe Him not, for He abideth in the hearts of all, all over.

And, pray, how can the dumb one describe the Taste of Nectar?

Hear thou the merits of the Mason who hath bounded
the seas and made Dhruva eternal,

And rescued Sita from the cluthes of Ravana, and
handed over Lanka to Bibhikshan,

Yea, such is my Lord, the God”

~

NAMDEV
(1270-1350)

Nam Dev was a celebrated saint whose name was a household word for the peaple of Maharashtra.
They chanted his hymns amidst their families. i
He was born in the village of Narsi Bamni in the Satara District of Maharashtra. His father was

Dam Set and mother Gona Bai. He was inspired to bhakti by his father and later became a disciple of
Vishoba Khechar. They say, that once, when his maternal grandfather was to go out somewhere, tie
nstructed Nam Dev to offer milk to God. Following the instructions literally, he placed a cup of milk
before the image of the Lord. With a child's unquestioning faith and unfaltering devotion he created
such an atmosphere that God drank the proffered milk. Another time, when Nam Dev was absorbed in
meditation, the proud Brahmans, jealous of his spiritual attainments, threw him out of the temple. saying
that being a Shudra. he had no business to be in a holy place. Nam Dev bore the humiliation calmly
and sat outside the back wall of the temple and plunged into deep meditation. Moved by his love and
devotion, God performed a miracle and the temple gate moved to where Nam Dev was sitting. Seeing
this, the Brahmans recognised his greatness and besought him for forgiveness. Nam Dev himself described
the event thus:

Cheerfully 1 entered Thy Temple

But while | was worshipping Thee the Priests

drove me out, saying that | was a low-caste, X

0 King of Yadvas, Why didst Thou give me birth in a low-caste family?

Holding my blanket | rushed out

And sat at the back of the Temple.

As | dwelt on Thy Praises. O Lord!
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NAMDEV

The facade of the Temple turned around to me.

There are numerous other parables of this kind which would convince anyone that Nam Dev
was an enlightened soul. Once under the orders of the Muslim king Mohammad Tughlak or Feroz Shah
Tughlak, Nam Dev was arrested and asked to embrace Islam. Though subjected to coercion and cruelty,
he did not give up his faith. He was then ordered to prove that he was as a real bhakt of God possessing
sprritual powers. He was asked to revive a dead cow failing which he would be done to death. Nam Dev
said that it was for God and not for him to bestow life on & dead creature, and, that he had no business
to thwart the will of God. The king was adamant and inflicted cruelties on Nam Dev. Ultimately, God
came to the rescue of his devotee and breathed life into the dead cow. The king was pleased with the
bhakt and set him free. Nam Dev, however, made it clear that the miracle simply showed that man should
follow truth and justice, and, that it did not become a king to be unjust to any one. The Kaazi and the
Mullah were humbled, and, they requested the bhakr to forgive them. The bhakt bade the king abide
by the pninciples of truth and justice

It 15 a historical fact that during his piigrimage, Nam Dev came to the Punjab also. Local tradition
has 1t that he spent a number of years in the village of Ghuman in Gurdaspur and died here at Trauds,
in the month of Asso. Every year a fair is held at his shrine as a mark of homage to"his spurit.

It 1s common knowledge that prior to Swami Rama Nand and bhakt Kabir, the credit for spreading
the gospe!l of bhakti from Maharashtra to Punjab goes to Nam Dev. He wrote in Marathi as well as In
Sant Bhasha Marathi Abhangas included in the Nam Dev Gatha are sung throughout Maharashtra,
For the Maharashtnians they are evocative of the same spiritual ecstasy that the people of Uttar Pradesh
find in the hymns of Surdas and Mira Bai Sixty-one of Nam Dev's verses have been tncorporated in
the Adi Guru Granth Sahib under different ragas. The themes of these hymns are the vared spintual
expenences of Nam Dev
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SADHNA

RAG BILAWAL

For the love of a king’s daughter,

A man disguised himself as Vishnu,

For the love of her and for his own ambitions:
Yet, Lord, Thou didst protect him from his shame!
Of what avail are Thy Powers,

O Lord of all the world,

If my sins cannot. like hss, be forgiven?

What does it profit me

To seek for the Lion's help,

If the Lion still letteth the jackal devour me?
The chatrik, that bird

That can drink only raindrops.

He 15 given an ocean,

of what avall is it to him?
Now that my life 1s foundenng
And will not last much longer,
How can 1 still be patient?
Wili it help if a boat arnives
When | am already drowned?
| am nothing in myself,

| have nothing to offer,

There 15 nothing that by night

I can claim from Thee!

At this moment of desperation,

Sadhna, Thy servant, prayeth-
Protect me, Lord, from shame!

Thirsteth in agony
For a single drop of water
1f when the bird dieth

SADHNA

Bhakt Sadhna was a resident of Sehwan in Sindh. According to some he was a contemporary
of Nam Dev, but, there i1s no definite evidence to this effect Though a butcher by calling, his piety and
meditation on God elevated him to the rank of a great saint

There are several myths about his mystic character. It 1s said that once while he was using Saligram
(sacred stone) for weighing meat, a Sadhu lost his temper with him and abused him for this sacnlege.
Sadhna gave that Saligram to the Sadhu who ultimately discovered that Sadhna was a great bhakt
He was so smitten with remorse and he felt so small that he returned the stone to Sadhna After some
time, Sadhna renounced his home and set out on a pilgnmage On the way he encountered a beautiful
woman who tried to entice him, but, Sadhna did not yield to the temptation She thought that he was
afraid of her husband, and had the latter killed But even then, Sadhna did not fall a victim to her evil
ways. Utterly exasperated by his integnty, she raised a hue and cry to blackmail Sadhna by saying that
he had killed her husband with a view to molesting her. Soon after big crowd gathered theré Sadhna
was arrested and his hands were chopped off But to vindicate tis honour and uphold truth, God restored
his hands.

There 15 only one shabad of Bhakat Sadhna in the holy Granth Wriiten in the Bilawal rag, it 1s
a prayer to God to protect the honour of His devotees
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RAG RAMKALI

Where the Ida, Pingala and Sushumana converge.

There s the confiuence for me of Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati, and there my mind bathes,
O Saints, there one see-eth the immaculate God,

But rare 1s the one who mounteth to the Guru and knoweth,

That there abideth the all-pervading and detached God

0, what is the symbol of God's abode?

Yea, there nngeth the unstruck melody of the Word,

There, one findeth not the sun nor the moon, neither air nor water,

And the (God's) word becometh manifest, though known it I1s thraugh the Guru,

Then Wisdom wells up within one and one sheddeth one's ewil nature;

And one dninketh the (Lord’s) Nectar, Imbued (with God) in the core of (the mind's) sky.
He, who knoweth the mystery of this Experience,

Him meeteth the Supreme Being, Our Lord the God,

Infinite and boundless 1s the tenth Door, yea, ‘tis the abode of the Supreme Being,

For, lo, above all 1s man, and in the man his head, and in the head the window (of the Self).
He wha's ever awake (to God), sleepeth never:

And in his trance 1s merged the tnnity of the three modes

He, who enshnineth in tis heart the seed of the God's Mantram,

His mind turneth away (from the world). and abideth in the void (of the Absolute Lord).
Yea. one should be ever awake (to God) and utter not untruth,

And discipline the five sense-organs,

And enshrine in the mind the Guru's Word,

And offer hus body and mind to Knishna, the God.

The hands one should look upon as the leaves and branches (of the human tree).

And so one should gamble not away one’s precious birth,

And plug the source of the Stream of evil,

And blaze the sun (of Wisdom), turning it back from the West.

If he beareth the unbearable (Truth). then constant within him 1s the flow of Bliss,
And he converseth with God, as man to man

At the (tenth) Door, burneth the four-faced lamp (of Wisdom).

On the forehead is the Lotus al! around it are the jewels

Withn 1t abideth the detached God, the master of the three worids

Here ringeth the white still Melody of the five sounds,

And wave the fly-brushes, and the conches blare with a mighty roar.

He who becometh wise through the Guru smothers under foot the demons (of sin)
So Bent craveth only for the name of God

BENI

Little 1s known about Beni's date or place of birth What emerges from his writings is the portran

of a great saint who dedicated himself, heart and soul, to the spintual pursuits of ife Unperturbed by
poverty, he enjoyed a hfe of calm contemplation and sweet serenity Bhai Gurdas says that Ben always
lived in solitude ennched by moments of spintual edification Whenever anyone asked tum about his
home, he would say that he was a servant of the Royal Court It 1s believed that God was so pleased
with Beni's devotion that by His Grace the king supplied the bhakt with all the material necessities of hfe.

Beni was a great scholar who had made a deep study of the contemporary schools of thought

That is why he criticised not only the ritualistic Brahmanical religion of his time but also the Yog mat.

Three verses of Bhakt Beni have been incorporated in the Guru Granth Sahib under Sri rag,
Ramkali, and Prabhati.
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RAMANAND

RAG BASANT

Whithet need | go to seek holiness?

| am happy here within myself at home

My heart 15 no Inonger a piignm

It has become tied down to stself

Restlessly one day | did want to go

| prepared sandal-wood paste,

Distilted aloe wood. and many perfumes;

| set out towards a temple to worship

Then my Guru showed me God i my own heart
Whatever holy place | seek as a piignm

Al 1 find 1s worship of water or stones,

But Thou. Lord. equally pervadest all things!

} have studied all the Vedas and the Puranas
There or elsevshere thou mayest seek God

It God 15 not here in thy heart!

O gracious Gury, | am beholden unto thee

Who hast cut away my doubts and my vacilations!
Ramanand's Lord s the all-pervasive God

The Guru's word removeth countless delusions

RAMANAND
(1366-1467)

Svsam: Ramanand 15 nghtly regarded as an eminent proneer of the Bhak Movement in Northern
India and as & distinquished leader of the Varag: Cult He was a follower of Swami Ragavacharya of
the cult of Ramanu; (1017-1137) In the later part of his hfe. the Acharya commanded more respect
than even his own Guru, and, came to be known as an exponent of Rama Bhakt

Born in 1366, Ramanand was the son of Bhoor Katma and Sushila He was mystically inchned
from s early childhood Educated by an anchoriie, he had the proud privilege of meeting Acharya
Ragavanand. who showed him the pracucal path of Yog Sadhna Ramanand remained engaged in
Yoq Sadhnaforalong penod and spent some time in going to places of pilgnmage He wisited Kanshi
where, as a mark of respect 10 him, people built a mémonal that stands there to this day When he returned
to Acharya Raghvananda. his Vaishnava thoughts had suffered a sea change The Vaishnava Sadhu
beheved in Sadhu Varna Ashrama and did not consider everyone 1o be entiled to perform Pua Bhaku
But Ramanand realised this to be wrong for God is the All Merciful Father and can he warshipped by
everone

He started preaching his gospel in Kanshi and imbued many devotees with the spint of bhaku
Kabir was the most renowned amongst his disciples Rawidas, Sain. Dhanna and Pipa are believed to
have heen his followers even though all of them were not his contemporanes Nabha Das in his Bhakimala
has histed twelve followers, but, there are others who teckon the strength of the disciples to have been
five hundred That indicates the nature and the ertent of his impact

Shri Ramanand was a leained Pandit Many of his books such as Shr Vaishnava Matanbui
Bhaskar, Shri Ramarachan Padhu, etc are stll avaifable One of his hymns has been inserted in the holy
Granth under Rag Basant.

103



3 .—n. ~a

‘t

e

-~ “""f"’".""*" "N\-n.x -

l
* N -
IR At ST
el .."{.g'.,.’.“

“n,.

ke

PRI

& ¥ ui
e : v g
‘ A 3 t"J ,h .‘\ V,m"a\"it
) Tl '.""u“‘i
RN




qHld
. Ta g

wefe wgg 53 Guienr geafz A AT §€1

3 59 3 Ag g Quimar 385 38 7 e 1!

Far g8 & 357 TE |

g usd voa 1 wisa ufg o e o 1o SR
Wil 8 wa 313 afs it AGaTS |

5 98 g Hel & 913 5 9g U9 39 13l

vz ui BT 89 AEl {30 & divr AZ 9 JE

J94 Vg8 B €4 75 S adtw AEl 131

w5d wey & Wl Shop afe 73 S Wie |

af adla id & & HoE faows st 18131

3913 qHis9

(1398-1495)

5313 dld 3951 Bfde € A3 3 wu yffu Ppsiadl gai3 IE fagl wef 3 AHWE Fodt
=t § d& 3 Rag-A3 o Aga ufenn | fad fa yfio 8, wry o wem Ferfon S we wsmam feg fenn
3 pomit ase § fiffer yuz g qoet @ a3 adla§ fms At fa &4 wife
7o4 I 998 wiew 7 awdl awde Al T ggi3 &< e wfuad! aat, fen 793 Qo IvaRE W fm
& ok fad fy ewde @ darferss a9 Bel Jare SwE Fe | we Avindl 5t € Ut § et o fam
giop 3t Qg ‘av oW afa @ Qe slewr 3 muE iR B e IfeR T fug qdla & fEat garst
&1 {3 83 UHAT &7 WS o MeT J IR

THFED TF T J
gt 5 Aa uETa! 1131 (avast)

qelle wifoe fed foc o3 adt Ae 3 &t @t a3 T (2w ofd § mrdl-wde S Qg &
yGma A 1 €9 5 yus famrs & 3ral fv8 Sar § s 9w few@e 92 Ais 1 fer i gevarsl g,
fefg-yrom fedu 3 oz w3 S wegedior § 9798t Au fem B3 fee Tordl3 J8nst el 3
ot fait 39 5.3 19 &3 299 o9 | U5z § @ Fiilowm 3 i yET§ @ wdle wdimt gereba w3
Gaiott F @ 3y € S winghyz Qurl |y He 3 Y wit 38, 5 oo fAges ddl ym
w frarfes a9 fafen wormetwz € fusreafu & Buit § g wler § | el § foese aud famior
afenr, fex =g Sian oo fes Sae o uzs sl afed 3 feg wiu § He-AZ 8l € Araue wienr afe
3t fg Qa w g His 52 | Ui fegi wrab iat AT €0 wiSs o3 3 fef w3 3 fagr & wiv § gash
sy o Sgre= fogr | vy & mue Hies @8R udde aaleni g afesr 3 fa 1Azt o yaat 3 ERE
o ygrdt o 3913 fos ug & we fee A fag@e far FaM 3

105



T d8 s35eE!

fizrurs 97 3138 feg geerd Hal |
fizen & 33 U yBRQ 3R vea afe &at 1K1 (avash)
‘adie Ue' 5t 3 adly 7 § se wul fea 3vd) Ayer d, fan el didl ol few 3 3 fegr o e
‘ele glna’ g 3 |
a3 Bfag € gl sargi &78° 9dla ©l uel rg 3' 2w 3 1 /) @g dfE € 90 o ey iy S
ugq REE, AEF, A3 3 20 ynifea o e 93 fa@ Ts »iu & gaw € fen 3 ufost & 3 a9 597 da
Je-f8yg v 33 yw3 &4t J el

106



FER

TR AT

‘Al e 7 ST g F AW Ay |

U % & 79, 3 ST F37 a9 F1 0 1Y

A ! w7 g

I W S A Ao g T o 5t 1 @S
ATET OF A% A FT AT Gl

T %G T MEr & 778 T Fg 97 AT 1>

Wiy w=a1 O AR Fra Fr A T Fg

TFH TS 7 THT I T FRITAS 13

TG {7 TS Al v 78 ST T

~ -~

Fig FatT T 5Ty A W e e a3y’

WET Fe1 (385-2¥8Y 2o)

AT A & fo A=t s form vx o oo A A setEr A, wfE & e e d
TF WA ST H G AT T A e, IR W F4IETT St STy AT g afuw wfag &
FE U TN ATOAS FAled & TG & | AT (4G &, ST S Frail 7 GaAT T, 17 UF G B X
F | TG0 AT § ¥ T TR S S forer g =med 7, 99 s 9 amere A wefag i oanfo &
2T g7 T & apqeT foror T ST 7 ) 48 A F 3§ v fo qaten & gt gwa gF 9w e ¥
He foed mamit T <Y wfafed = 9 9w 40 88T 7 a9 F FEee S
AT I ST et | T T ! R g A A X FEVET T SSAT | 3 FHIT AT SATH
TR S & farer 51 0 ) 59F i $4aE afE i g o g s 3R o & A afrmear
T F AT :

TR T OF WO L
FIZ 7 9 GIET 181 30T

FARE A w1 7 srwdvaar frg o, 7 fed T & g F Ala-af s A gl | S e
WIS AT FT AT (=171 7 00T T T3 9o A 9% A0 F1 617 4T | 99 F1 A FHH0E-51
wrar, ferg-sftery dawey, 9T ARG o & AT SaTT ¥ WA SE-RET 4 o Wi AR 9w
& 4 | i ot i well™ & war oy e e 19 s o wgn ofedy, vt geert, Y, ATy, W@
9% UEFEAT Fta-wie & ey | 9% A G S A 1 Wi & w1 aeEir 7 g o
TR AT P o & e frae FA g e fora o arg e e o-ad T et
F fardia SoRer 3 ¥ 57 A w1 S5 ot ATl 7 wow A § | Areang B et A F &y & fag g,
3t o are o s e o A & AR AT A T T, a9 g T AR grt f A 8 F A
T | 530 et sreat F o arer o &F A BreT | A Pt § sier ol & gt Wi age
qae 77 fam :

107



T 99 T

AN ST B T AT THE HQ GY TR T HgT § 6 A GrEET G Al I A FOF 10 g, o€
fer T oy 7 W AT §— ,
TV IS T STAS 3 Feard A |
Fea Y X 1S weivere B T B 1 Qe
FAIET I H AR FTHIE FA GoF & W § 9oz §, I7 78 Fren o o aﬁtm
TR ‘FIX O, WIS & GR-G) OF et g g |
ﬁﬁﬁagt%ﬂﬂﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁmwﬁmﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁaﬁw
&1 el <ft grer T Qo X X fowm, 4¥R s qarmei ot v A ¥ vt &) ot
T AT FAQ AFoH FATFAE AT Arit § ) FI, 57 T 770 Wige & Afrw i, ey Twr AT g

AT 7w o7 O YT & gt AT 8

108



KABIR

RAG PARBHATI

The Lord first created Light:

From the Lord's play all living creatures came,

And from the Divine Light the whole creation sprang.
Why then should we divide human creatures

Into the high and the low?

Brother, be not in error

Out of the Creator the Creation comes

Everywhere in the creation the Creator 1s

The Lord’s Spintt is all-pervading!

The Lord, the Maker, hath moulded one mass of clay
Into vessels of diverse shapes.

Free from taint are all the vessels of clay

Since free from taint is the Divine Potter

The True One pervadeth all things

All things come to pass as the Lord ordaineth

He who hath undetstood the Divine Will
Recognizeth only the One Reality

And he alone 1s what man ought to be

The Lord, being Unknowable, cannot be comprehended,
But the Guru hath given me )

A sweet joy of His Presence.

Kabir Sayeth* My doubts have departed from me

In all things | have recognized the Taintless One

KABIR
(1398-1495)

Kabir was the most celebrated revolutionary sant of the Bhaky movement. He condemned social
and religious abuses and emphasized the fundamental equality and fratermity of 'all mankind Borr 1n
a weaver's family of Banaras, he joined the Bhaku fold under Swami Ramanand's influence Thinking
that being a low-caste he might not be considered fit to receive itiation, he lay prostrate one d;y. eari'y
in the moming, in the path which Ramanand used to follow while going to his bath When the Swami's
feet touched Kabir's body, he uttered the words ‘Ram,Ram’. The saint affectionately lifted him and ma(:e
him his disciple. Thereafter, Kabir got so deeply absorbed in meditation that he began to dwell habitually
in the realms of the spint

Kabir has so blended with God

That none can distnguish him from his Lord .
A staunch believer in the worth of constructive human endeavour, Kabir was opposed alike to

nitualism and asceticism. He sought to enlighten the benighted humanity In those days the llelt?n s°c°f“s'
was rife with communal dissensions Undaunted by oppositian, Kabir fough:j agamstI ?hetJeo Vi a:d
influences. He pulled up the Pundits, the Kazis and the Mullas and mveighe agamts:1 he Sigl:sandar
Sadhus. This act enraged the Mushim Mullanas who had him arreste'd by complaining to " em |t ?N Sikandar
Lodi that Kabir had been preaching what ran counter to the Islamic canon. Once ag a E pel s made
to drown him in the Ganges; and, on" another occaston, he was thrown before a drunken eiep
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GURU'GRANTH RATNAVALI

be crushed to death, nevertheless, Kabir remained unperturbed even in the face of this great calamity,
Eventually, he became the leader of thé Bhakti Movement. While' expounding his life's aim, he degclared
that he was a worshipper of the godly and an enemy of the wicked and that it was his desire to spend
all his time in communion with God:

The passion of his life was to enjoy a spell of unbroken intercourse with the Lord.

Kabir Panthis. or the followers of Kabir, with their headquarters at Kanshi, constitute an rmportam
sect. Their holy book Kabir Bjjak is well known.

Kabir's contribution to the Adj Granth, comprising 541 different verses arranged under 17 different
ragas, exceeds that of any other bhakt. And in the absence of any other reliable manuscript, it remains
the most authentic and precious part of his work. .
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RAVIDAS

RAG GAURI

‘Griefless’ ts the name of my town,

Where abide not either pain or care.

No angussh there of tax on goods,

Neither fear, nor error, nor dread, nor decline.

Oh! how wondrous 1s my fatherland,

where there 1s always Peace, and Calm, O Friend!

And there is not a second nor a third there, by my only Lord.

Populous as ever, its repute 1s eternal,

Yea, there abide only the Rich and the Content

And there men go about as and where they wish.

They know the Mansion of therr Lord, so no one preventeth (them).

Rawvidas, a mere tanner, hath been emancipated in this land, and, he who's his fellow
citizen 1s also his fnend.

RAVI DAS

Like Kabir, Ravidas was also a resident of Kanshi and came from a cobbler’s family According
to general belief, he was a follower of Swarmi Ramanand, but, there 1s no histoncal proof about it In
spite of his low caste, Ravidas rose 1o a position of great honour through a life of simphcity and piety.
He never felt ashamed of his pedigree and faced fearlessly the pandits. who were proud of their high caste.
He told them that spintual greatness ts achieved through a loving devotion to the Lord and the attatnment
of his grace He boldly proclaims

O people of the city. everyone knows

I am a cobbler by trade and tanner by caste.
One of the low-caste, and yet within my heart
| meditate upon God

Agam, he says.

| am haunted day and night by the thought
Of my low birth, society and deeds

0 God! the Lord of the Universe!

0 Life of my life! Forget me not,

I am ever Thy Slave,

He was such a faithful bhakt that once he gave a farthing {damri) 1o some Sadhus, who were
gong to Hardwar, requesting them to offer it to Ganga Mai on his behall. They say that when the Sadhus,
after making their own offenings presented the damri sent by Ravidas to the holy Ganges. she stretched
out her hands to receive it. That shows that Ravidas had realized the consummation of his sprritual hife,
He was greatly respected dunng his life-time, 10 the extent that even the veteran pandits of Kanshi bowed
before him, Tradition has it that Queen Jhalan of Mewar became a follower of Ravidas. But despite
close contacts with an affluent section of society, he chose to live austerely. They say that once some one
offered him a paras (the philosopher's stone that turns cheaper metal into gold) and assured him that
he could get any amount of wealth by making use of it Ravidas asked him to place 1t in a corner, When-
he came to Ravidas again after some months, he found the saint still lurking in poverty. He asked the
bhakt why he had not utilized the paras. Ravidas remarked that for him, 'God’s Name alone was the
paras, that was the 'Kamdhen' and ‘Chintamani'.
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He who s the Ocean of Pesca. the Tree which yislds all Frults, the
the Master ot kamagheny, .
inwhose hands are the four life-objects. the eightesn extra-psychic powers and the g
yreasures That Lord thou tellest ot with thy tongue.
Bacause of hus undying devotion he atineg 2 siate of unison with hus Waksr. He recognized
no Gifierence batween himss and the Suprems Being, He proudiy said:
Between Thes and me, between me and Thee,
ow can thare be lkeness of differanps?
Likeness of difierence as betwesngold
And a brecelet made of it as batwsan water
And the waves that mova on its surface!
Ware t not a sinngr, O Etemal Ledl
Hove cculdst Thou have the titte of Redeamer of Sinners?
This 'dea finds recurrent exgression in his hymns as tha following passags would reves!:
0 Love whe 151t that can do this but Thou?
Yea. the poor are emballished only through Thea O my Lerd and Master, over whose
Head waves the canopy (of His Grace)
He whose touch ‘éafileth’ others. on him too s Thy Nerey, O Ged: |
Yea Thou hiakest the low great and mighty. and Fearest naught.
In Hindr literature, Ravides 1 Knowen as Raidas and his work is found under the Stie: Radss
Jr K Bam. Forty of his varses have baen included m the Gure Granih S2hvib under sixteen differert rege

wish futhiing Jews!
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PIPA

RAG DHANASARI

In the body, God 15 present,

The body 1s His temple

In the body is the place of pilgrimage
Of which | am the pilgrim

In the body are the incense and candles,
In the body 15 the holy offering,

In the body the oblation

After searching in many regions

it 1s only In the body

| have found the rune treasures

For me there 1s no going away,

For me there 1s no coming back,
Since | have appealed to God

He who pervades the universe

Also dwells 1n the body

He who seeks shall find Him there
Saith Pipa God s the primal Being.
The True Guru shall reveal Him

PIPA

Pipa bhakt (b 1426 A D ) was one of the followers of Swam: Ramanand According to the history
of Mewar, he was a contemporary of Rana Kumbha, the Chauhan Raja of Gaghongarh, a eity about
50 miles to the east of Kotah Cunningham says that be belonged to the fourth generation of Jaipal

it 15 said that Pipa  was a devout worshipper of the Goddess Durga Under the impact of a
veteran Sadhu, he became a Vaishnava bhakt Consequently, he abdicated and went on a pilgrimage to
Dwarka The well-known Pipa Math, which 1s named after him, commemorates his visit to the holy city
Pipa also went to Brindaban. There are serious gaps in his biography The only hymn by Pipa included
in the holy Granth under Dhanasan Rag advocates the search of Param tatva (Supreme Being) within
oneself .
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GURU GRANTH RATHAVALY

RAG DHANASARI

He who is vorshipoed with offerngs
0f incense. lamps. and clarified butter,
To Him | am a saerifice!

Haii, unto the Lorg, ait Hail!

Hal ever to the all-pervagding Lord!?
Tha choicest lamp and the purest wick
Art theu along, O Lord of Solendours!
It 1§ Thy samis who know diving bliss,
They spsek of Thee as the all-pervading Primal Joy.
0 God. whose beauty fascinateth me.
Wait me safely over the sea of terror.
Sain sayeth: Worship the Supreme Joy!

SAIN
(1390-1440)

There are wwo varving accounts of Bhakt Sain's life. Some people hold that he was an employee
of the ruler of Bidar and a fathiul devotee of Saint Gyaneshwar, But according to the popular tradition,
he was a barber by caste who served as a personal attendznt under Raja Ram, the ruler of Bandhawgadh,
Bhai Gurdas. who regards him as a {followwer of Gosat Ramanand, szys that under Kabir's moral influence.
sain, the barber, became a bhakt His nights were consecrated 10 a loving adoration of the Lord while
the days were davoted ta the humdrum duties at the king's durbsr. That he was a forerunner of Ravidas
15 emply bome out by the fact Mat the latier had classed him with the great bhakes: :

With Thy Grace, O Lord! were redeemed
Namdeva, Kabir and Trlgchan
As veers Sadhna and Samn.

Guru Arjan wntes . :

Jaidev hes ebandoned ego and Sain, the barber, has been redeemed by serving the
Lord selflessiv

Deeply interested in bhakti as he was, Sain was always to be found in the company of holy
men. Once a number of Sadhus gathered together and went on reciting divine kirtan throughout the
might thus, pravenuing Szin from aitending to his work. Next moring when he went to the Raja, the
first thing he did was to apologiz for his absence from duty. The Raja. howaver, who visibly looked pleased
vath him, remarked that he had done his job exceedingly well, and, thus would not believe that he had
absented humself from his duty. Sain was ovenvhelmed with gratitude. The Raja realized that he had
reached such an elevated stage in his bhakd that God had sent someone else in place of his bhakt to
attend 10 his duties. Thus the Raja and his gntire family became the devotees of Sain.

Only one hymn of bhakt Sain is incorporated in the holy Granth under Dhanasan’ fag.
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

RAG ASA

O mind, why dost thou not Cherish thy Lord greater than whom there is none?

For even if thou roamest the whole world, the whole universe, that alone happens what
the Lord Willeth

The Lord, who in the waters of the mother's womb built our body of ten doors

And Sustained us within its fire; such, yea, is He, our God and Master.

The she-tortoise is herself in waters, her young ones are on the bank: and thery are
neither protected by the mother’s wings nor fed upon her milk.

But lo, the Beauteous, Pertect Lord, ever in Sublime Bliss, (Feedeth them too).

The worm liveth in stone, and findeth not a way of escape:

Him too, Sayeth Dhanna, the Lord Sustaineth: so fear not thou, O my mind.

DHANNA

Born and brought up at Dhuan Nagar in Taank area (Rajasthan), Dhanna was a Jat Zamindar.
According to Macauliffe, he was born in 1415, From his very childhood, he was simple, diligent and
straightforward with a deep-rooted faith in God.

It is said that Dhanna had a Brahmin neighbour who used to worship Thakurs (idols) daily.
Once Dhanna thought that he should also worship like the Brahmin. So he requested the Brahmin to
get hum one Thakur. The pandit told him that it was a very difficult job because a daily bath, putting on
neat clean clothes, burning iIncense, reciting holy hymns and prayers etc., were compulsions and that-this
would be impossible for an illiterate man like him. But Dhanna would not be satisfied with this answer. He
pressed the Pandit again and again to get him a Thakur whom he might.worship and to whom he could
offer milk. U]timately, the Pandit out of sheer disgust gave him a stone and bade him worship it as his
God. The faithful Dhanna accepted it gratefully and devoutly followed the ritual that the Pandit had
prescnbgd. Accordingly, the bhakt took a bath, put on clean clothes and placed food before the Thakur.
Then with the deepest devotion he prayed to the Thakur again and again to accept the food. When nothing
happened he told the Thakur that if he did not accept his food he too would not eat nor drink anything.
They say_God could not remain indifferent to this sincere prayer of the faithful Dhanna; and, lo! He appeared
before his devotee and partook of the food so lovingly proffered by him.

The simplicity, selflessness, piety and courage of the Saint Dhanna are vividly reflected in his
hymns. They show that the bhakt did not overlook the needs of the body while seeking the graces of
the spirit. He has offered Aarta to God instead of Art:
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DHANNA

| adore Thee, O Gopal my Love.

(For) Thou Fulfillest all who Worship Thee,

1 beg to Thee to Bless me with wheat flour,

That my heart keepeth ever pleased with Thee

And | beg also for silken wear and also footwear

And the foodgrains too, grown by tifling the land seven times over

And hark, | ask also for a milk cow and a buffalow too,

And a fine Arabian horse for me to nde through Thy Wondrous earth

And | ask for a dutiful wife to look after my household:

Yea, these are my needs which | seek, and ask of Thee, O my Beneficent God
Three verses of Bhakt Dhanna are included n the Guru Granth under Asa and Dhanasan ragas.
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

RAG SORATH

Tears trickle down my eyes.

My body has become enfeebled.

My hair is as white as milk.

My throat is choked, when | try to speak

| falter, Lord, what shalf | do?

0 Sovereign Lord, Protector of the world
Be Thou my healer, and save Thy saints|
My heart is in extreme anguish:

My head aches, my body is in a fever.
| am in such a state of pain

No human medicine can cure me,

The Name of God that is pure nectar

Is in the end the best of all medicines.
Sayeth Bhikhan: Through the grace of the Guru alone
Shall we reach the harbour of our salvation!

BHIKHAN
(1480-1573)

Sheikh Bhikhan was a Muslim Sufi saint of Kakori, a place near Lucknow. A married man and
householder, he was held in high repute for his piety and learning. It was under his spiritual mentor,
Sayed Mir Ibrahim, that he pondered the problems of Shariyat-Tarikat. During those days the impact
of the bhakt/ movement was universally felt. Bhikhan, too, was deeply influenced by it, Transgressing
the bounds of nituals, he regarded bandgi (divine meditation) and simran (repetition of the holy word)
as the panacea of all human ills, His belief was:

The Lord’s immaculate Nectar-Name is the Cure-all for all maladies of the world.
Sayeth Bhikhan: “By the Guru's Grace, | Attain to the Door of Deliverance”,
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PARMANANDA

RAG SARANG

Mortal man, what has been thy profit

From hearing the Puranas?

Thou hast not acquired a single-minded

Spuit of devotion to thy Lord!

Thou hast not given alms to the wretched

Thou hast not put away thy lust

Thou hast not put away thine anger

Greed of gain has not left thee,

Thy lips are not clean of slander

Thy outward shows of worship

Have all been utterly in vain

Still thou robbest men on the roads

And breakest into men's houses to steal,

That thus, O cnminal, thou mayest fill thy belly
Fool, thou hast done such folly

As after death will earn thee an evil nama!

From cruel violence thou hast not freed thy mind
Thou hast not chernished mercy for living creatures
Parmanand sayeth In the company of the blest
Thou hast not joined in their holy speech!

PARMANANDA

There 15 a scarcity of authentic matenal about the life of Saint Parmanand Macauliffe holds that
he vsas a resident of Barst in the Sholapur Distnct of Maharashtra Some scholars identify him with the
Parma Nanda Das whose name appears among the Hindi poets of Asht Chhap He was a Kankabu
Brahman and a restdent of Kanauy He studied at the feet of Swami Vallabhacharya and graduated to be
a great Vaishnava bhakt and poet of Bry Bhasha His verses are collected in the Granth, Parma Nenda
Sagar Perhaps. this devotee of Knshan later became a Nirankan bhakt Many Sargunvadi sadhus by
virtue of their long penance and spintual enlightenment. merged with the formless being

One of hus shabads has been enshnined in the Adr Granth under Sarang Raga
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVAL}

SURDAS

There have been many poets beanng the name Surdas including the celebrated author of Surs-
agar and devotee of Lord Knshna But the bhakt whose Word 1s enshrined in the A Granth 1s a different
person with the same name He was born i 1529 in a Brahmin family in addition to learning Sansknt
and Persian, he studied music and poelry He was onginally named Madan Mohan, but tater on came
to be known as Surdas Emperor Akbar, who always respected and rewarded the virtuous and the learned,
made him Governor of Sandila His duty was to collect revenue and deposit it in the Government treasury
Since he was a man of a kindly and chantable disposition, he often doled out money to the needy and
did not bother about the accounts Some people complained to the Emperor, who then took him to task
Surdas gave up his job and disappeared When Akbar came to know of his saintliness and benevolence,
he sent for him But Surdas’s devotion to the Lord had grown too deep to be shaken by any matenal bait
Thus he spent the rest of his life in meditation at Benaras where a temple commemorates his memory
In one of tus hymns he says

Abandon. O my heart
the company of those
Who have turned away from the Lord
The hymn composed by Guru Arjan under the name of Surdas 15 1n Sarang Raga

RAG SARANG

Those whom God has chosen

Dwell ever in Him,

To Him they dedicate body and soul,

To Him they dedicate all possessions,
And while they exalt His Name

They enjoy divine rapture

On beholdting the Lord

A man s set free

From all sinful cravings

And all his desires are fulfilled

One has no need of anything else,

Having gazed on His Beauty

But they who farsake the Beauteous Lord
And set the destres of therr hearts

On any other objest,

Are like leeches sucking a leper!

0O Surdas, God hath taken thy soul in His keeping
And hath blest it with His Kingdom!
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BHAI MARDANA
BABA SUNDER
BHAI BALWAND
BHAI SATTA
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

SLOKE

The Kali-age is the pitcher filled with the wine of lust, and the mind drinketh it deep.

Yea, wrath is the drinking bowl brimming over with desire, with ego as the bar-man.

And we have our drinking bouts in the society of ego: and so are wasted away.

Let good deeds be-the pitcher, and Truth the molasses and the wine be of the True Name

And virtues be the bread, culture the butter, and modesty be the meats

Nanak: these eats and drinks one receiveth through the Guru, and they consume all
one’s sins.

BHAI MARDANA

Bhai Mardana was a Muslim rebeck-player of Talwand), the birth-place of Guru Nanak. He
rendered the message of the Guru in sweet and melodious notes. Music has a special significance in
Stkhusm  All the Gurus wrote their bani in ragas and preached through ‘kirtan’. When Guru Nanak set
out on his missionary journeys he chose Mardana as his companion. Thus he spent many years in the
Guru's company and won his grace. He enthralled the Sikh congregations with the soul-stirring music
of his rebeck

Son of Bhai Badre and Mal Lakho he was an accomplished ministrel and the Guru's comrade
from his very childhood. While at Sultanpur the Master made his plans for missionary work and sent
specially for Bhar Mardana, who was then at Talwandi. The Guru bought a rebeck from Bhai Firanda
and set out on his great spiritual mission. Mardana accompanied him to all the places that he covered
during hus four long missionary travels.

Often Bhai Mardana was instrumental in the reform of many people. Ageording to the Janam
Sakfu, 1t was due to him that sinners and transgressors like Sajjan Thug,  Nurshah, Koeda  and Wali
Kandhar were redeemed by the Guru. On several occasions, while truoging long distances to quench
his thirst or to satisfy his hunger, he was trapped by wicked persons like Koda Rakhash and subjected
to torture Not unfrequently he got weary of the hardships and hunger suffered during the long travels,
but, each time the Guru's holy company and kirtan restored him to a genial mood and he followed
the Guru joyfully. He kept him company all his life and died during the fourth missionary jourmey n
Afghanistan on the bank of the nver Knuram, where a shrine honours his memory. Guru Nanak performed
the last rites of his companton with his own hands,

Mardana was not a mere musician but also a spiritually elevated soul. That is why the Guru used
to call him ‘Bhar’, an expression connotive of love and regard.

There are three hymns by Bhai Mardana in the Guru Granth Sahib under Bihagra di Var. These
hymns denounce drink that engenders evil passions and uphold meditation on the Divine Name that
creates a spintual inebriation
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BABA SUNDER

RAG RAMKALI SADD

sHark, O my disciples, sons, brothers : My Lord Hath so Willed
that | go now to Meet with him.

And I'm pleased with this His Will, for, the Lord hath Blest me
s0.

Yea, ho alone is the Devotee, the Guru, the Purusha, who's
pleased with the Lord’s Will,

And when he's United with his God, within him ringeth the
Unstruck Melody of Bliss ;

O my kindreds, my sons, my brothers, discriminate ye thiswise
and know,

That the Writ of God no one can erase : and the Guru will
forsure enter into his God.”” (3)

The Guru so ordained that his kindreds be near him (towards the
close of his earthly life).

And he instructed thom all thus : *Pray weep not for me : and
he, who doath so, with him I'll be displeased.

For, a friend is in bloom when he seeeth a friend honoured.
Discriminate ye, and sea that the Lord is going to clothe me
with Robes (of Eternity)

The Guru, in his lifetime, hath passed on his throne to the

next Guru :

So fall thou at the feet of Guru Ram Das; O my disciples, sons,
kindreds and brothers’, (4)

In the and the Guru said “After me, sing only the song of my
detached God.

And call in only the Lord’s Saints to utter the Gospel of God
Yas, utter only the Lord’s Gospel, hear only the Lord’'s Name,
and carry me in the hearse of Lord's Love.

And, yea, offer my earthly remains to the God's Sea : let these be
the last rites ye perform for me’’,

The Lord was pleased with what the Guru spoke and he Mat with
Him, the Wise Purusha,

And anointed he Ram Das of the Sodhi clan as the Guru, blessing
him with the standard of the True Word (5)

BABA SUNDER

Baba Sunder came of the Bhalla family of Gury Amar Das According t0 Gur Partap Sural, he
was the son of Anand and grandson of BabaMohn It 15 generally believed that Baba Sunder collected
the last sermons of Guru Amar Das in his saad (the call) after the demise of the Guru 1t is also probable
that he might have fistened to a recitation of the Guru’s sermons by the efders and given them a poetic
form Baba Sunder's composition comprising Six stanzas 15 to be found in Ram Kali raga under the utle
Sadd The hymn emphasizes the transtonness of this world and the consequent futihty of all human
tears nsing from a sense of death and despair. It suggests that every one should accept death as the will
of God When someone is honoured, his friends shoul rejoice at his achievement.

Therefore, when God calls the Guru to His abode, it doesn't behave anyone to express sorrow
on such an auspicious occasion. The hymn presents the Sikh view of death according to which the Guru
enjoms on the followers to recite Kirtan and ban/, which alone should constitute the last rites.

As ordained by the Guru, all the Sikhs and the Guru’s son. Mohriji, agreed to abide by his advice
and bowed before the New Master.

Guru Amardas, while alive, appointed the successor to his spintual throne; he made all his disciples,
relations, sons and brothers, bow at the feet of Ramdas.



T THER
So¢ © oUW Sow vl WM |
3 G mwisrienls afewr 3 wdn |
TS § £ foovel HiE T T W e
sow W E_'EWFR’"‘IN‘}@WI
&% 0 gonsie df Sle 5 W WM
S fefs win < »u wodl & osdwmi
fﬂzﬁméoemmﬁm
50 == m“mmwmﬁ*&’m
fawf*wfwf*@eem'am
%Fﬁulchqoﬂﬁm!
‘E’Bb’hﬁ"moss“f‘éaﬁfnmz
r_f
]g

L

<

ol WEl 53 fals Si§t 58 =
T3 fafs @%ENP!

uﬂ@?@ﬁ&“*%@%lww
s {55 R Vs IR IR ©

,d

g

i

a

il

4

[d}4

LANTIT) a1
2

|?1

_’t:‘Lu;

(I‘Ii E'])

~ yii)

.i?l )

:5 a

7 L

3’ a
=h

E E.'

W, 3

D

ar- 5

&g

g

m o

A
rfi
-]}
al
&i
g
>
X
#
g
o,
1y
&
a
;s
ol
4l
P
ol
al
17
¥/
E
3
2;{‘
aly
o,
¥i
«
)
- e

a
@
fi_],
&
B3]
al
8l
z
o
| o
::l
?J’
%
ar
’Zl"
ul,
)
fﬂ
‘l
[s]
ar
(41}
p
gl

.J‘

AV
E’c’wi’:‘aﬁ et **mda’aal ARG |
IR "a'q‘%amfc“mh feg s U
§65 BY W T 3 T amfsnrabaamaé‘sfiﬁ
cifer S A] cS Y § L] mfaswufﬁmm:?
Sfen ‘5’ fegt oo § Q mwm foer Tl frrmc-ﬁiﬁfs
B TE-9S o Sas' 9 %“f‘%{rus-*'v*sﬁ"f

n\‘

T TS <00 EL'—‘G‘ EES) cm A

{, 10p -

—;l
£ 4
i

s g ‘iﬂ-f
&l
o
o

:
ol ©f

l
17

g A g w o
o A A ;;!
al a | =
) a -
T dy
# a i o
& rc:g 2 &, oV
> G o o
? a’ "?7) ':‘:i’
2 3
L";i

G
2
8l
¥
a 9' 7
g

5 = f F%’M‘uﬁ?ﬁgf?ﬁoﬁémﬁ—*v

b U6 B S dat E}é‘”ms- Tiowrsl Ry, mr{ﬁessr%‘f'"ﬂ’s’
‘ CLE EAPg Y ?lwaﬁnm@véf'wv}rmﬁﬁl
T & Y et @ BRI S8 R fdemt qudw Wfsamfa-f"af'ﬁﬁm

:
g
’ §T«“ﬁ a i
@f’

ll

145



I Teae
TR qaE

‘A0 & HET AT gt WA

siifer sy sfer w13 afy Freen SR ww |
v g g Frvodt afy qag der T gd )
wfe £ 7 grmea fw <y st 74T |
e I Aty gfe dife 7 o w i
T fefo & & oy =gdt Aftg=zdin
g1 torefer e < s orcag g WA
T 5 =3 yrformg e 9w ame & w5
e for v grmean 9 g A @4
Tt ey 1 wifersit wf g T 7
fafer =é sy fifrg dg e wamefi w8
fafr st 32 5% faf A+ fd 7T
F3vy g+ fefr st i’

Tq d9ae

THFEE A S A AMizE s TR A dah § e i
T LAt T | €, o7 3 s ‘difewi’ (=) &) ama: favara e wAv & 5 v o difsad o
T 9 et g &, o afe i =9 9 | 39 o oo o afa (e & e A ow o) #
g

T st & wing § fir 7 aeree e e € oY 7 ol S oY (pndemrer QY9 & q2og §))
F1 a7 & Sufead @ 77 09 R TR T irs AR R T e S g d e T s A
FTTGF AT T ACAAT FT | ST AAGCT AGIAAT F7 & | 97F 7 W0AAT T 0w T o, AW s
oI 7% T AT JEAAT HT AT Fg | T G T AT [ &9 D WA F wgw @A froer way f y Aovay
"W O we W' § (FEw F Frew ey ) o wfrome: o |wi A e (& W) wrIR
7 T | 3 g 3P g S 5 PR T e 9 A SHe WY Hg e e s, 5w e
¥ forft Forseg F TaT wrgIEaT R | AT F G §IET T WIS @3 W I A | S e U T TS AT
w4 4 T8 famaw feemar 5 & oft 75 3 & qRET ATV AT AT FAT 1TE ST HOAT HE FIAT HT
forar & Pregr & 79 17 97 T AR A A AT 1 IHE A Fe T AT A A A R A A g W
T | g F G AEAT A AT A AT gL o I &9 { T A 55 F 39N ged § W,
A €T aafadl <anfadi WA o7 IR A | T AT O SR it & o 76 Sy A wfr
# q@ ‘AT’ mE | ‘a7 gt faua el § vae g et et it o § 1 sri-afed g
9= 99 waifa # aftadw w5 g §, 98 faa-fae e-add f o w0 et § 1 ot e s A A
ot vy forer F TEAET T 0F A4 w4v v toa 3, A A6 e e 5 A"l e—

AT T FATSAT € FIE warvit A & |
o ‘A7’ Y o uie ‘ot & it ey wr e € 1 5 A & 9 e e W v
T, g & Al o frea ) wm faerdl e ot & qurerauiy 9 Wi gitraTe 73 & geem
T HY IAAlm o Fe, o [ St @ F W (Wemrg) ¥ ga-fafa i e fae,
a3 o ‘Tarasml’ @ sitg-are, A (fenampae)) # ofF 7% ¥ qvor wfa v s, frei &
T T T | Ty ag A A w Ay araw gifer @ e o are R o Pl
wvaT & el o & 1 5w g wfier § s oF fafter mmr )



GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

RAG RAMKAL}

Because of the devoted service of Lehna
Nanak proclaimed him his successor.

The same divine light of Nanak shines in Him,
His ways of life are the same,

Only the body he has changed.

An umbrella of spiritual sovereignty

Is held over his head,

As he occupies the throne of Guruship.

With unstinted devotion he served Guru Nanak,
And followed the arduous path
Leading to union with God.

Food was given free

From the Guru's inexhaustible store.
Out of the infinite gifts of the Lord,
He himself partakes of much

And bestows freely on others.

The praises of God are sung,

And His grace, like light. descends from heaven;
A glimpse of you, O True King,

Is enough to wash the sins of thousands of births,
Truely has Guru Manak made Angad his successor
How can we desist from prociaiming this truth:
Guru Nanak's sons did not obey him

They turned their backs to the True Guru,
{nsincere were their hearts,

Defiant were their attitudes,

Loads of sins they carried on their heads.

Guru Nanak appointed him the Guru.

Through him, Nanak himself reigns as the Guru,
He who has imparted the Guruship,

Has brought about all this;

Lo. who has won and who hast lost?

BHAI BALWAND

Rai Balwand was a Muslim bard who, in collaboration with Satta, compased a var in praise of

the Guru. Written in Ram Kali raga it comprises eight stanzas. It is generally believed that the first five,

stanzas were composed by Rai Balwand and the last three by Satta, the drummer and rebeck-player of
the House of Nanak ' '
According to Sikh history, Rai Balwand used to recite ‘Kirtan' in the Guru's durbar. Once he asked
the Guru for an exorbitant amount of money for his daughter's marriage. The Guru gave him reasonable
assistance; but, this did not satisfy him. He started disparaging him and cast aspersions upon the other

Gurus, too. Upon heating this, the Guru said that the bard had become inflated with ego. This proved |

a curse for Balwand who got stricken with flatulence and was in a state of terrible agony. The Sikhs

knew that if they pleaded for these detractors of the Gurus, they would have their faces blackened. So..

they went to a great .Sikh, Bhai Ladha, and told him of Balwand's fall from grace. Subjecting himsell
to the prescribed punishment by blackening his face and riding a donkey from Lahore to Amritsar, Bhai
Ladha, accompanied by the rebeck-players, sought to restore them to the Guru's good graces. After
seeing this, the'Guru gotdown from his seat, embraced Bhai Ladha and forgave the bards, who composed
a ballad on this occasion. The theme of the ballad is the spiritual unity of all the Gurus. Guru Nanak

had establlsﬁed a new tradition by making his tried disciple. Bhai Lehna, his successor. Thus he had laid
the foundation of a new Dharma.
Nanak estgbllshed the kingdom of God on earth and set up the citadel of truth on a sound foundation
The first five Stanzas of the composition are an elaboration of this idea. The ballad chronicles
some of the proudest tradl.tlons and achievaments of the Sikh faith. Despite its brevity, it enjoys a special
place because of the nobility of its conception and the felicity of its expressions.
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BHAI SATTA

RAG RAMKALI

The four (Gurus) illumined their own times, and then came Arjan. their very soul.

Yea. he was by himself created. and he himself became his own support

He himself became the tablet, the pen, the scribe (of hig destiny)

And though his followers were subject to coming and going, he himself was ever fresh,
ever new

The Guru Arjan is seated on Nanak's Throne: Lo, how sparkles his star-studded canopy!

From where the sun nises to where 1t setteth, the Guru iliumines all the four corners
(of the earth)

Yea, they who served not the Guru, the self-minded egotists, were destroved (by God)

This, yea, 1s the True God's Blessing on thee that thy glory hath increased four-fold

The four (Gurus) Hlumined therr own times, and then came the Fifth Guru Aran, their
very soul (8)

BHAI SATTA

Bhat Satta, a companion of Balwand and a drummer by profession, was a rebeck-player of the
Guru He used to recite Kirtan n Guru Arjan’s durbar Both the brothers fell out with the Guru and gave
up Kintan Later, they jointly composed & ballad in Ramkalt raga. It appears that the fust five stanzas
were composed by Rai Balwand and the last three by Bhai Satta, whose name figures in the sixth stanza
Satta says that true chanty 1s that which 15 acceptable to the Lord

Satta has eulogised Guru Amar Das, Guru Ram Das and Guru Arjan Dev in his composition
The ballad indicates that the Sikh movement was gaming momentum at that ume.

A special feature of this var 1s the oneness in spint of the Gurus 1t 1s also known as the Var of
Tikka. Whenever a new Guru was installed, this composition was sung

151






PART IV

BHATT KALSAHAR
BHATT JALAP
BHATT KIRAT
BHATT BHIKHA
BHATT SALH
BHATT BHALH
BHATT NALH
BHATT GAYAND
BHATT MATHURA
BHATT BALH
BHATT HARIBANS
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

BHATT BANI

Bhatt Bani (the hymns by the bards) comprising 20 pages. is incorporaied in the concluding pan
of the Ac¥ Grenth as under:
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Total 10 123

These eleven Bhatts were very close to the Gurus. But no authentic information is available ahout
therr hie-hustory. Nor is there anv mention in the biographies of the Gurus of what exactly their pesition
vis-a-vis the house of the Gurus was. But the very fact that their werd has been included in the Guw
Granth Sahib shows that thay were held in high esteem.

The Bhatts belonged to the Punjab, and, according to Bhatt Chronicle, they wers residents of
Sultanpur, where Guru Nangk served it the Modikhana for 13 yéars. There are indications that thase
Bhatts were the sons or nephews of Bhikha Bhatt. ‘

The Bhatt bani compnses Swayas in praise of the first five Gurus undec the captions Swape
Mahile Pahle Ke, Swaye Mahle Duje Ke. etc. Although the Bhatt bani eulogizes Guru Nanak and Gury
Angad Dav also, there is no ewidence to prave that any of these Bhatts ever presentad himself in Gurw
Nanak’s durbar or even met the Guru. Most likely, some of them visited the Gurus during the pontification
of Guru Amardas, Guru Ram Das and Guru Arjan Dev. It is possible that one of the Bhats, particulatly
Bhukha who was the eldest of them all, might have come there and chanted hymns in praiss of the Gun.

tis alsc Uikely that later his sons and nephews might have. on different occasions, met the Fourth end
the Fith Masters. It is possible that ali these Bhatts met Guru Arjan Dey and compesed hymns glorfiying
all the Gurus.

The following hymn by Bhatt Bhikha is of historical significance:

In search of a true saint

I vainly wandered about;

Recluses 1 encountered many.
Sweet-tongued no doubt were they;

For full one vear in this search t wandered.
Nene of them gave me the solace of spiritual light.
I heard them talk a lot of high ideals

But their practice was most disappeinting.
Discarding the Name of God.

They indulged in worldly ways.

0. what nead 1 say of them?

By the Grace of God.

| have found Guru Amardag

By Thy will 1 shall ever abide, O Guru,



Because of therr being devotees of Shri Ram Chandra and Lord Krishna, the Bhatts, in their
adoration of the Sikh Gurus, spoke 1n images drawn from their ancestral rehigious traditions:
O Wondrous and Beauteous and Lustrous art thou, O Guru,
Lotus-eyed, Sweet-tongued, Embellished with a mynad frniendly Hosts, yea, thou mdeed
art the one whom the mother fed with nce and curds
The hymns wntten by the Bhatts show us that Kalsahar was their leading ight Of the 123 Swayas
that comprise the entire Bhatt Bani, 54 were composed by Kalsahar alone, and, that he sang praises of
all the five Gurus in his Swayas
The Bhatt Bani, in the main, eulogizes the Sikh Gurus besides throwing light on ther history
1t 1s the spint, however, of the Guruship rather than the Guru as an individual that they celebrate in therr
devotional compositions 1n their depiction of the greatness of the Gurus, the Bhatts were inspired by
the belief that whoever ascended the Gurugaddi inherited all the gifts and graces of the Eternal Guru
who alone 1s the unchanging, indwelling soul
Bhatts are to be found all over India Therr main vocation had been the singing of the chivalry
of heroes. Gradually, some well-known Bhatts got attached to distinguished famities whom they extolled
in their verses But the bards who chanted hymns in praise of the Gurus were not prompted by any merc-
enarymotives They were ardent Sikhs who had full faith in the greatness of the Gurus Naturally, their
hymns were the genuine and spontaneous articulation of their deep-rooted devotion to the Gurus
The Bhatts had evolved a distinctive and individual style, eminently represented by the Swayas
which constitute ther most glowing tribute to the Gurus, Their poetic diction has strong affinities with
Bny and Sanskrit Their style 1s extremely hyperbolic, full of ornate and high-flown expressions and rhythmic
beauty Therr verses abound in allusions to Indian mythology. The compositions of the Bhatts are charged
with a spintual aura
Bhatt Bam was incorporated in the Adi Granth which was first compiled by Guru Arjan Dev
in 1604. Obviously, it had been written by that time and was sung as was the ballad of Rai Balwand
and Satta in Guru Anjan'’s durbar
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GURU GRANTH lRAT’NAVALl

In the Satyuga too. Thou enjoyed the state of Rajyoga, when Thou 'deceived’ Bali,
becoming a dwarf, whose form pleased Thee;

And in the Treta age too, when Thou wert called Rama of the Raghu clan,

And in the Duapar age too as Krishna, when Thou delivered Kansa.

And blest Ugarsena with a kingdom, and Thy Devotees with the state of fearlessness

In the Kali age Thou wert called Nanak, and Angad and Amar Das.

Yea, eternal and moveless is Thy rule, O Guru: for, such was the command of the Primeval
Lord.

BHATT KALSAHAR

Kalsahar was the most prominent Bhatt. He has written swayas in praise,of each of the first five
Gurus. In his verses on Guru Nanak, he has called him the supreme Guru of both the temporal and the
spiritual worlds. He believed that the Guru who had been adored by the devtas, sidhas and munis through-
out the ages had appeared from time to time for the redemption of humanity.

While describing the greatness of Guru Angad, he says that it was because of Guru Nanak's
blessings that he rose to the highest spiritual position of Guruship and dispelled the darkness of ignorance
from the world. .

In his homage to Guru Amar Das, Kalsahar says that he became Guru by virtue of Nam Simran
and Guru Nanak's grace. He likens Guru Ram Das to a fount of nectar from whence flowed many a
life-giving stream. Guru Arjan Dev's time has been charactenzed as Janak Rajya. The Bhatt says that
Guru Arjan remained calm and unperturbed even in moments of greatest tribulations:
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BHATT JALAR

BHATT JALAP

Bhatt Jalap composed five Swayas as a mark of respect to Guru Amardas. He stressed the point
that the Third Master achieved Guruship only through Nam Simran. According to this belief many Indian
bhakts have attained the height of spintuat glory through meditation on God's name.

Blessed are the feet,

Which lead one to Guru Amardas,
Blessed are the hands,

That touch the holy feet of the Guru
Blessed 1s the tongue

Which sings the glory of Guru Amardas;
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

BHATT KIRAT

Sins abound in me,

No virtues have |,

Forsaking the nectar

| drink poison,

Lost in error and defusion am |,
Deeply attached to wite and children;
{ heard of a lofty way

In the company of the Guru,

Meeting hum, the fear of death

Has ceased to exist.

Bard Kirat hath but one prayer:

Keep me under your protection, O Guru Ramdas.

Bhatt Kirat I.ms written four Swayas, each in praise of the Third and the Fourth Gurus, He prays
for Gurq Amar Das's biessings and avers that the spirit that dwelt in Gury Amar Das was the same as
nhered in Guru Nanak and Guru Angad:

Lo, God, by His Power, became Manifest 1o the world! .
For, He, the Formless One, Assumed the form (of Guru Amar Das) and thus llumined
the whole worid.

The World, that 1s All-pervading, that God Revealed through the Light (of the Gun:)
And whosoever ingathered his Wisdom, fum he United, instantaneously, with God.
In the ‘faruly’ of Nanak was Lehna known as Angad and the Immaculate Guru Amar Das:
.O Guru, thou art my only Saviour: birth after birth, 1 seek but thy Refuge,

According to modemn research Bhatt Kirat was the son of Bhatt Bhikka. He enlisted in the army

of Guru Hargobind and was killed in the first battle that the Gury fought against the Mughals.
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BHATT BHIKHA

SWAYA

In search of a true saint,

I vainly wandered about,

Recluses | encountered many,
Sweet-tongued no doubt were they,

For full one year in this search | wandered
None of them gave me the solace of spintual hight
| heard them talk a lot of hugh ideals

But their practice was most disappointing
Discarding the Name of God,

They indulged in worldly ways,

O, what need | say of them?

By the Grace of God

| have found Guru Amardas

By Thy will | shall ever abide, O Guru

BHATT BHIKHA

Bhatt Bhikha composed only 3 swayas extpiling the Third Guru It appears that he presented
fumself at Guru Amar Das's durbar at Goindwal He was the eldest of the Bhatts His compositions bear
out that he inspired his fnends and relatives with Guru bhakt In one of his great Swayas the bard sings
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALLI

SWAYA

Wearing the armour of concentration,

Mounting the steed of knowledge,

With the bow of righteousness in hand,

And the arrows of devotion.

You, O Guru Amardas, thus fought the battle.

With the Eternal Lord within your heart,

With the lance of Guru's word in your firm grasp.

You have cut to pieces the evils,

Of lust, anger, greed, ego and delusion.

O thou son of Tejbhan, monarch of an honourable lineage,
The blessings of Guru Nanak, King of Kings, is on Thee.
Salh proclaims the truth,

Guru Amardas fighting thus has defeated

Satanic forces in the battle.

BHATT SALH

Bhatt Salh sings of the spiritual excellences of Guru Amardas in one Swaya and those of -
Fourth Master in two Swayas. His theme in all these is that the Third Master attained the spiritual thro
of Guru Nanak by conquering passion and anger, greed and ego:
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BHATT BHALH

SWAYA

Countless are the rain draps from the clouds,
Countless the vegetation on the earth,

Countless are the flowers which blaom in spring
Unfathomable the depth of the Ocean,
Countless the waves and npples of the nvers
Countless the ways of the sun and moon

With Shiva-hike meditation,

And the divine knowledge of the True Gury,
One may know all these things, says poet Bhal
But your virtues, O Guru, are heyond comprehension
You alone are your own peer

BHATT BHALH

Only one swaya composed by Bhatt Bhal in praise of Guru Amar Das has been included in the
Adi Granth 1t festifies to his greatness as poet with a flawless command of idiom and imagery He says
of Guru Amar Das's infinite virtues and impenshable greatness
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI

SWAYA

When the Guru is on one’s side.

Riches do not add to his greatness.

When the Guru 1s on one’s side,

Millions of arms cannot harm him.

When the Guru is on one’s side.

The divine word illuminates the soul,

Thy servant bard supplicates thus:

He who meditates on the Name day and night.
He who contemplates the Name in the heart,

Is released from the bondage of birth and death.

BHATT NALH

Bhatt Nath 1s the author of 12 swayas. glonfying Guru Ram Das. They portray the histery and
personality of the Guru and also the Sikh's unfaltering fanth in the Gurus. Of all the swayas, those of
Bhatt Nalh are the most popular because they voice a true devotion 1o and faith in the Guru. The Bhatt
says that the Guru's noble touch can turn all dross into gold and thus bnng about a moral transformation
and regeneration of mankind. He, therefore, prays to the Guru to be benevolent and kind to him as he
always 18 to his bhakts:

Now vindicate the Honour of the humble bard, O Gury,

As God saved the Honour of Prehlada by tearing Harnakashyapa with His Nails.

Or as was saved the Honour of Daropadi, who the more she was divested of her robes,
the more she was invested with them.

And Sudama was saved from his poverty; and Ganika (the harlot) uttering the Lord’s
Name, was redeemed.
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BHATT GAYAND
SWAYA

O Wondrous and Beauteous and Lustrous art thou, O Guru,

Lotus-eyed, Sweet-tongued, Embeliished with a Myriad friendly Hosts, yea, Thou indeed
art the one whom the mother Yashoda fed with rice and the curds

And when Thou wert at play and the silver bells of thy belt tinkled, thy mother was intoxi-
cated with joy. so superb was thy beauty

And Thou it s who wnites with the pen of death, and 1n whose hands is the nresistible
‘Command’ and whose Wisdom even Shiva and Brahma seek to chenish in heart

O True and Ever-abiding art Thou, the Container of Lakshmi, the Primeval Person* O
Wondrous, Beauteous and Lustrous Guru

BHATT GAYAND

Bhatt Gayand images the greatness of the Guru Jyotr and its history 1n the 13 swayas that he
composed about Guru Ram Das He has recounted the history of the Guru Jyotr in his poetry.
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GURU GRANTH RATNAVALI
SWAYA

As long as Providence did not favour me,

So long | wandered restlessly;

In the dreadful ocean of the dark age

My heipless soul was sinking,

Sorrow and remorse never left me.

Arjan has come as the Saviour of the world.
My search for the Guru has ended.

He who contemplates the divine Guru Arjan
Never is a victim of the tribulations of rebirth.

BHATT MATHURA

In his swayas Bhatt Mathura has paid tributes to the Fourth and the Fifth Gurus. He says that
the greatness of the Guru lies in his love of and meditation on the name of the Creator which symbolises
Truth. He is an ocean of God's Name and ever bathes in it like a playful child. Bhatt Mathura discerns
the same spirit in all the Gurus from Nanak to Arjan, His swayas on Guru Arjan are very popular.
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BHATT BALH

SWAYA

Contemplating the Guru

All darkness 15 dispelied

Contemplating the Guru

The Name of God {ills the heart day after day
Contemplating the Guru

Desires now hurning are assuaged
Contemplating the Guru

Occult powers, ning treasures and prosperity are attained,
Says poet Bath:that Guru s Ramdas

Meeung in the holy congreqation,

Let all say: Hml, all hail to the Guru,
Contemplate. O mortals, the true Guru,

in whaose association God 15 realized

BHATT BALH

Bhatt Balh has comnosed five swayas eulogsing Guru Ram Das He highlights the unbroken
continuity of the one unchanging spint in all the Gurus And all those who surrender themselves to this
spint are delivered from passicn and anger, sorravss and suffenings
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“GURYU GRANTH RATRAVALL

SWAYA

When such was the Lord's will. {Gury Ram Das) repaired to the Abode of God.

Ang Gog offzred him His throne and seated him there Himsgli

And all the pods were pleased and procleimed his Victory.

And the demons hastensd awev. for, within them trembled their sinful deeds:

Yea whosoaver atizgined © Gusu Ram Das was id of his sins.

And, his Threne {of Mc-al Law} and the Canopy {of Grace) oassed on to Guru Assn
for the Radampt on of the world,

BHATT HARIBANS

Bhatt Haribans compesed ave Sivaras. bringing out spiedtual excellance of the Fifth Gur and
the bestowal of Gurgasa? or hum when the Fourth Master's earthly sojoum came to an end:
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